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Dear Friends
Jesus said ‘It is written, “One does not live byelad alone.” ' (Luke 4:4)

As | begin my fourth year as Rector of this catignegmany aspects of our life
together continue to give me cause for rejoicthg lank forward to the next
several years among you.

One strength of our life at Christ Church | wdikd to draw particular at-
tention to in this letter, is that of "deepening faith". The leaflet enclosed
with this magazine details some of the activittee\®ents over the coming
months, all designed to help equip us to be "bdiseiples in our workplaces,
homes and dalily lives.

Life long learning is vital for us in all areasilives and this year, as we cele-
brate the harvest that feeds our bodies, our riechofaarity for Harvest Festival
will be“Feed the Minds. The proceeds from thiarvest Supper on Saturday
9th Octoberand the cash collections at the Sunday serei¢elativing day will
be given to this charity.

This is an ecumenical Christian Charity which warksss the globe and is
committed to poverty reduction through life chapgithucation projects, which
make a huge impact on individuals and commuriityere are nearly 800 mil-
lion people in the world who still cannot read ak lvath their child or write
their own name, and they face extraordinary disatiom from lack of access to
medical care to being overcharged at the mdfkgiu want to more about the
charity check out their website at www.feedthemmigds

Ministry
The work of ministry, and participating and fuitigeGod's mission, belongs
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to all God's people. This is very evident he@dradt Church where a whole
range of tasks and ministries are carried outry ohghe laity as well as the
clergy (in fact | reckon clergy are "outnumbengdit beast 20 to 1 on this!).
However this is not to belittle the enormous amoiuniork undertaken by my
clergy colleagues and a number of recent evergdsawke this a good time to
give an update on Christ Church clergy.

We were all delighted whé@nderson Jeremialwas awarded his PhD last
autumn and was able to move from part-time tdirudl stipendiary Associate
from 1st November, 2009. This appointment wéalipidue to run until June
2011, to co-incide with the completion of Rebe&dax however | am de-
lighted to report that Anderson is now able toirammtin this role at Christ
Church until the summer of 2013. This is a wdabdepportunity for us, and
for Anderson and Rebecca, and gives Christ Clmmehlenger term stability
and continuity in her stipendiary clergy.

Elizabeth Koeppinghas served here as a non stipendiary deacorepince S
tember 2009 and was ordained to the priesthootth daige this year. Elizabeth
will continue to serve as non stipendiary prigstrating and preaching on a
regular basis on Sundays, but her work as setuiriat New College will take
her away from Edinburgh frequently, often for aleweeks at a time.

Hendy Procter who has been a non stipendiary priest at ChristiChince
1994, retired from the clergy team in 2007 butimoes to celebrate the 11am
Holy Communion service on Thursdays and faithdttiynds many of the other
events and activities in the life of the congoegati

Margaret Raverhas for several years be@on stipendiary priest here, and
continues to serve the congregation faithfullglelgrating at one or more week-
day 8am communion services as well as assigiagjoiral care, teaching and
outreach.

John Williamsretired to Edinburgh with his wife Jean in 1996y afmost
forty years of stipendiary ministry in the ChufcErgland. Since then John
has served in a non stipendiary capacity as phg ofergy team at Christ
Church and we were all shocked and saddened wheard/at the beginning of
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June that he suffered a stroke. This happened cmliple of days or so after he
had celebrated at the 10am Sunday eucharist éty Bumday, marking the
52nd anniversary of his ordination to the priedthooAfter spending several
weeks in the excellent care of the Western Geonspatal, John moved to the
Astley Ainslie Hospital where he is receivingsiméespeech and physiotherapy.
His progress is slow but steady and John, Jetiredachily are much strength-
ened by your thoughts and prayers.

“Farewell”

It is with great sadness that we mark the padsinge® people in recent
weeks, all of whom had close connections to Chtisth.

In last month’s magazine mention was made of Ramh ¥bung's death on
2nd June. Edited extracts from the address aineeal service can be found
elsewhere in this magazine, and on Saturday t#mBepat 10.30am there will
be a short service of thanksgiving in churchrfdifene This will be followed by
the interring of Ruth Mary’s ashes in the rosemyamnd then refreshments will
be served in the church centre.

Joan McKemmie, who died on 8th July at the greabfag5, had been a
member of Christ Church for over sixty years duwhfa tribute was paid to her
by her son-in-law John Smith, minister of Mornileg&inited Church, at the
funeral service on 16th July. Joan will be muidsedinot only by her family
and friends but by all who knew her at Christ Ghurc

We were also greatly saddened by the death ohGaralchan, a much loved
friend of Christ Church, husband of Elspeth artefatf Christopher. Many
tributes to Gordon have already been paid to Gandie local, national and
church press.

Our thoughts and prayers are with those mourretté df their loved ones.

With all good wishes,
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Christ Church Morningside Book Club

We will meet at 7 Abbotsford Court, Colinton Road’th
September at 7.30pm to disclisader is the Nighy F.

Scott Fitzgerald. Contact no. 447 15009.

The book chosen for discussion on 5th OctobreisVis-

tress of Nothiby Kate Pullinger.
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Overseas & UK Giving Update
Amanecer Orphanage — Bolivia

From Sheila Baillie

Amanecer — that soft and gentle Spanish
word for dawn. And for those orphaned and
street children in the sprawling slums of
Cochabamba city, who find their way to the
doors of Amanecer orphanage it is indeed the
promise of a new day — the hope of a new
life.

Starting in 1981 with a single room
where homeless boys were offered a bowl of
soup at night, mats to sleep on the hard flooa dmagic breakfast before a hard
day working the streets, the orphanage now dbfggs $helter and vocational
training to some two-hundred and fifty childreix d8ferent houses are home
to over two-hundred boys according to age, whdeaged five to eighteen |,
many of whom have been abused, are housed inddadies. Yet another
home caters for newborn babies — often abandotiesldoorstep.

There is a special school and a daycare cette ¢bildren of poor work-
ing mothers. Most importantly a fully-qualifieciadavorker assesses the needs
and the progress of each child. In addition tmalaschooling there is a voca-
tional centre, teaching carpentry, bread —malgrigulture, metal work, com-
puter and simple business skills. Many oldesm@ibn to training centres in
the city, but Amanecer is always there for theeedied, monitoring, encourag-
ing and offering a haven at weekends when necessary

Your contribution from Christ Church is secureiite to the orphanage
via the very active Canadian Committee of whictiiemgls Bryan and Diane
are members. Both spend much time and energlingafrem Vancouver
with supplies of essential medicines, househald, gdmple sporting equip-
ment.

Photo © Amanecer
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After one such trip Bryan emailed me “When | thekbbys cheap T-shirts
they laughed with joy. But when | gave them fitibeey greeted me like a
God! “

So do | hear you asking “Are you sure that myymereing well spent?”
Well... Judge for yourself...

A few weeks ago lvan aged nine, had an accidenbaddyash to his face.
Amanecer’s nurse said he must go immediately neat®y hospital Accident
and Emergency centre. When Sister Mary Catheaiikedvinto the centre with
Ivan they were greeted by the doctor on duty Hady Rirst Eddy gave the nun
a big hug, then he expertly stitched the gashy} Hadcdcome to the orphanage as
a small abandoned five-year-old after his motherdti

Sheila Balllie
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Healing

From Mo Nicolson

Probably, we would all be familiar with the terralifige ministry’ but | imagine
there would be significant differences in the waysiembers of Christchurch
would envisage that and what our opinions wouldf be Many Christian
churches and groups throughout the world devatesdhees to it, some doing ad-
mirable work and others, such as the Americavégliglists, in my opinion, bring-
ing the whole enterprise into disrepute. Thedawins, however, that a large and
critical part of the life and ministry of Jesuswasled to us in the New Testament
was all about healing; healing the sick, the igetifahe morally and spiritually
confused, and so on. So this is an importanbipatiat Jesus was about, an essen-
tial part of what He revealed to us about the enaid action of God, and there-
fore, in my opinion, an equally important part of ¢h#ing of each and every
Christian, and every Christian community, and notlespreserve of those dedi-
cated souls who feel particularly attracted tlinigf work.

As | consider this congregation of Christ Churéthwhhave, happily, become
a part of, | recognise many healers in our mitsse twith the care of souls in
whatever capacity, those working in the caringsgimis, those ‘good listeners’
who are there for others when they have a probktnonble to unburden them-
selves of, and many more. The work of healingogaa®und us all the time
largely unnoticed in an undramatic, unspectacuwawiieh is nonetheless authen-
tic and extraordinary for being so. One might sdyethdence of its action is or
should be a typical characteristic of a Christiemanity and therefore of our
community as well, and | would suggest that by deiogsciously healing commu-
nity is one important way in which we could becootepmly more authentically
loving amongst ourselves, but ever more incrgasleglant and helpful to the
community around us.

Alongside the growing secularisation of our saciétthe consequent margin-
alisation of the churches there have been recantfyertiting developments in the
fields of psychology and cognitive science. Somjetimeems to me as if the
Christian churches have been slow to keep uphesth advances, slow to incorpo-
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rate what is good and essentially holy about theas Bicommunity in which the
individual members are fully aware of their owmialteand of their potential
together, to effect real growth and healing in ¢ members and in the wider
society around them | believe we can make a cbtatribat only to improving the
lives of the people we come in contact with twtlping to make the church, and
consequently the whole notion of a loving God, coong@rehensible and accessible
to the bit of the world we live and work in.

Not all in the church are called to a specifitngeainistry but by looking at
the way Jesus operated | think we can all learto hespond to this universal call
in our own ways and situations. As | see it, sogethich characterised the Jesus
revealed to us in the New Testament healing stohissincredible ability to see
beyond what was being presented to him, to seg &hiogt people which seemed
often to be obscure to others or even to thems€&hasis why, | think, when con-
fronted with the paralytic who descended throwghothf in Peter’s house, he first
reassured the man that his sins were forgivemdiionly afterwards told him to
stand up in order to walk away into a brighterdutdust as when invited to con-
gratulate the hypocrites who wanted to stone thamwitaiken in adultery he reas-
sured her that he at least understood and exeudszfdre advising her to sort her
life out so she too could begin to move aheadranpositive and life-giving direc-
tions. | think that Jesus saw beyond appeardeyesid apparent success or
wealth, beyond bad behaviour, beyond unacceptaititgo on, to the places of
uncertainty, guilt, loneliness, and fear which keait for every human heart. We
too can cultivate the ability to look and see bepenydnd the smile put on to keep
up appearances, beyond an apparently successfubrcanarriage, beyond the
thousand kinds of masks we wear in order to cerstiners, and frequently our-
selves, that we're ok when we’re really jusiamot. like Jesus, we can learn to re-
spond in the ways he did, with acceptance, compasgldove. | know from ex-
perience just how healing it has been to be wdl@rdeaccepted by the Christ-
church community and the individuals which makp.itWe should never under-
estimate the power of the smile, the warm handshalgenuine greeting and in-
terest in the other, or the quiet noticing of #a th someone’s eye and saying or
doing something about it. All this continues 3esusk of day to day healing in
the church, and it's a marvellous thing to behold.

www.christchurchmorningside.co.uk 22
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