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Dear Friends 
 

Jesus said ‘It is written, “One does not live by bread alone.” ’  (Luke 4:4) 
 
As I begin my fourth year as Rector of this congregation, many aspects of our life 
together continue to give me cause for rejoicing and I look forward to the next 
several years among you.     

One strength of our life at Christ Church  I would like to draw particular at-
tention to in this letter, is that of "deepening our faith".   The leaflet enclosed 
with this magazine details some of the activities and events over the coming 
months, all designed to help equip us to be "better" disciples in our workplaces, 
homes and daily lives.     

Life long learning is vital for us in all areas of our lives and this year, as we cele-
brate the harvest that feeds our bodies, our nominated charity for Harvest Festival 
will be “Feed the Minds”.   The proceeds from the Harvest Supper on Saturday 
9th October and the cash collections at the Sunday services the following day will 
be given to this charity.    

This is an ecumenical Christian Charity which works across the globe and is 
committed to poverty reduction through life changing education projects, which 
make a huge impact on individuals and community.   There are nearly 800 mil-
lion people in the world who still cannot read a book with their child or write 
their own name, and they face extraordinary discrimination from lack of access to 
medical care to being overcharged at the market.   If you want to more about the 
charity check out their website at www.feedtheminds.org      

 
Ministry 

The work of ministry, and participating and furthering God's mission, belongs 
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to all God's people.  This is very evident here at Christ Church  where a whole 
range of tasks and ministries are carried out by many of the laity as well as the 
clergy (in fact I reckon clergy are "outnumbered" by at least  20 to 1 on this!).    
However this is not to belittle the enormous amount of work undertaken by my 
clergy colleagues and a number of recent events seems to make this a good time to 
give an update on Christ Church clergy.    

We were all delighted when Anderson Jeremiah was awarded his PhD last 
autumn and was able to move from part-time to full time stipendiary Associate 
from 1st November, 2009.   This appointment was initially due to run until June 
2011, to co-incide with the completion of Rebecca’s PhD, however I am de-
lighted to report that Anderson is now able to continue in this role at Christ 
Church until the summer of 2013.   This is a wonderful opportunity for us, and 
for Anderson and Rebecca, and gives Christ Church some longer term stability 
and continuity in her stipendiary clergy. 

Elizabeth Koepping has served here as a non stipendiary deacon since Sep-
tember 2009 and was ordained to the priesthood on 6th June this year.   Elizabeth 
will continue to serve as non stipendiary priest, celebrating and preaching on a 
regular basis on Sundays, but her work as senior lecturer at  New College will take 
her away from Edinburgh frequently, often for several weeks at a time.     

Hendy Procter, who has been a non stipendiary priest at Christ Church since 
1994, retired from the clergy team in 2007 but continues to celebrate the 11am 
Holy Communion service on Thursdays and faithfully attends many of the other 
events and activities in the life of the congregation.   

Margaret Raven has for several years been a non stipendiary priest here, and 
continues to serve the congregation faithfully by celebrating at one or more week-
day 8am communion services as well as assisting in pastoral care, teaching and 
outreach.    

John Williams retired to Edinburgh with his wife Jean in 1996, after almost 
forty years of stipendiary ministry in the Church of England.   Since then John 
has served in a non stipendiary capacity as part of the clergy team at Christ 
Church and we were all shocked and saddened when we heard at the beginning of 



����������	
�
�

4 www.christchurchmorningside.co.uk 

June that he suffered a stroke.   This happened only a couple of days or so after he 
had celebrated at the 10am Sunday eucharist on Trinity Sunday, marking the 
52nd anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood.    After spending several 
weeks in the excellent care of the Western General Hospital, John moved to the 
Astley Ainslie Hospital where he is receiving intensive speech and physiotherapy.   
His progress is slow but steady and John, Jean and the family are much strength-
ened by your thoughts and prayers. 

 
“Farewell” 

It is with great sadness that we mark the passing of three people in recent 
weeks, all of whom had close connections to Christ Church.    

In last month’s magazine mention was made of Ruth Mary Young’s death on 
2nd June.  Edited extracts from the address at her funeral service can be found 
elsewhere in this magazine, and on Saturday 4th September at 10.30am there will 
be a short service of thanksgiving in church for her life.   This will be followed by 
the interring of Ruth Mary’s ashes in the rose garden and then refreshments will 
be served in the church centre. 

Joan McKemmie, who died on 8th July at the great age of 95, had been a 
member of Christ Church for over sixty years and fulsome tribute was paid to her 
by her son-in-law John Smith, minister of Morningside United Church, at the 
funeral service on 16th July.  Joan will be much  missed not only by her family 
and friends but by all who knew her at Christ Church.   

We were also greatly saddened by the death of Gordon Strachan, a much loved 
friend of Christ Church, husband of Elspeth and father of Christopher.  Many 
tributes to Gordon have already been paid to Gordon in the local, national and 
church press. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with those mourn the death of their loved ones.  
 
With all good wishes, 

 

�����  
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Christ Church Morningside Book Club 
We will meet at 7 Abbotsford Court, Colinton Road on 7th 
September at 7.30pm to discuss Tender is the Night by F. 
Scott Fitzgerald.  Contact no. 447 1509. 
The book chosen for discussion on 5th October is The Mis-
tress of Nothing by Kate Pullinger. 



����������	
�
�

13 www.christchurchmorningside.co.uk 

$������$���
��%������$���
���������
���&�
��������
���������

�

�
����
�� ���!��������

"����
�����
����������#
	�

$������������
����������%�	�

&'(�����
��
)
��
���
���& *�����
��
	
�����������
�

��
����
��������������
���
�����+��������
���

"������� 
�� ���� ,�������� � +��������� ���� �
����

������ 
�� -���� �)��� 
�� ����.�� ��
)�� 
�
�� ���	�

��
�������� ��
�� ������� 	
�/��� ����� 
�� '(� 	
����

���	����� ��������
�������
����
��������������

��� ��
��
���� ��������
��� 
��� �
���
	
�� )
�����

��
��$��
��
���0��
����,��������	�������
����
���
� ��
����������
����

���������
����	
�
�������
�	
��
�
�����' ���������� �0�����
�

��0�����

�
��� 
� ���
�
���� )
�
���� �������� ������ 
��� ��	����� � ����
��
���� 
��� �
����

������ ���� �
�� ���
1� 
��� ��-��� 	���
��� �������� ����� �� ��� �
	���� ��-��� 
�

��	�2	
��� 
��� ���
	� �
��
��� 
�� ���� �
������3���

	
�/��� ��
���� � ���� �
����
��� 02�
����� ���� +������

������� 
�� 
���� ����� ������ 
� )
�
�� 
��� 
�� ����� 
���

�
���

���� ������� ����� 
�� "�������� 
� ����� �
��� 
� �
���

�
������� 4�� �
�� 
���
������
�� 
���
��
����� 	����	��


��� �1�
�
�
���� 
�����
��� ���� ������� ����
�������� 
 ��
�
���� )
��
��� 
�� ����2

�
��������������"�������0������
�������������	�"
1� ����
�
����
�����	
����


�
��� 0� ���)
��� �
��� ��� ����� ������� ������
��� ��	�� ��� ���
��� ������� ����%�

������/��
�

�����������

���
����
��
���������������5����	��
�� �4����	
�
����
����


�������
�/���������������������	�0����
�,���� �



����������	
�
�

14 www.christchurchmorningside.co.uk 

!������	��"����� #$%&$$&$%$%�'�()&(*&)($(+�
@�������?�������+��������1���������
����������9���� !�
��,�������5�+������!�������+� ������
 ���������+�������+���!���������A���������/���,���� 	(�(�
�
�

2��
�!�� �����,��4�&����1&����� �
� ���� ���	
�5����
�! �&����	�
� ���4���� ��� ������8��
;���� K��
�"� !��� ��#� 	��4�#� �&���� ���� ���	��� �&� ���� ��� �&� ����	�
#� ������
������
�
�	�#�
�� ��	�
E�� ����
��"� �
#� >� ���� ;���� .��
� !��� !��� ���
� 	��4�
�� �&���� ����
��������

F�����

�
�����;����.��
�K��
�"�!���@������
������� ��"���������#�
�����
�����
��������	�������"�4
�!
�&����		�����!��4�!����?>L:� ��
#�&���!��4�
�� ����
���������
�������	��4�#����!��#��������!��	#��

>��!����
	
�$��
���������!��
�>�!�
���������������� ��������>�,���
���������
����
�����������	����
#������������
����	�������	�
�#��
 ��
��
#���

���

�����������-
�	�E��	�������

+&�������"�
�
���&������
�#��@��������������	�&���& ��

�
���
���,���&��##�����M�����
!��4��
�>
#��"�!����H�%7��
�?�
#�
"�,��4���������3� 
����"��	��4�
���&��������������"�
���� ,�	���#� ��
�� �
#� ������ ��
�� �&� �		� ���� 
������ � 
#� 
����!�"� �
#� �		� ���� ��	��-
��#���&���	�
���
��������������	��#��
#��
�����#���

>
� �
� ,��4� ���� !��� �� ������ �
�,	���� � ���� !��� 
��"� � �� ���� ,���� �&� �
� �����
"�
����� �
� �
�� ���������� ��� ������� ������� ,��� ������ !� �� 
�-�
�� !��� ��#� �� ��������
�
&	��
��� ������� � � >�� !��� 
��� �G�	����"� ,��� 	��4�
� � ,��4"� >� ���	#� #�� ���
��� ��� �������
������� �&� ;���� .��
� !��� 4
�!
� ��� ,�� ��������
�� ��� � 
� ���� ,��4����
#N� � � � >� #�
E��
���
4� ���� ����	��
� !��� #��������	
� ��#���	� ,��� ���� !��� �	!�
�� ���#
� ��� �G�	����M�
�
#���������
����������������
��#�#����,������
���� ������&�
#���&������

����� ���
� ���	#�,�	�����!���� �
������
�� ��L�!������ � �
#����������!���� �		� �
����#�
��� ���� ��
#�
� 	�
����� !����� ���
� ���� ������ �
������ �
�� ����	��� � �1�� ���� ���
�
��
������������
�#�
������������!��	#�����&��
������ �� ����� 
�!���&��		������!������-
��
�
���
� ����������"��
����������
��
��
#��
� ����! �#���!��	#���>��&��
�!�
#���#�
��!���

�����	���������4����"��
������
�����
������ ��
�������#�
��

>�#��!�
�������
���	���	���,�����������#�
��������� ���&���������������"�?�4�������-
�5�� � � '���� ����
� �&����� ���	�
�� �&����� �����	�#�!�� �
� ��� 
��� �
�� !�� �G����� ��� ��&�-

���	������������

>� #�
E�� ���
4� ��� ����� &���� ;���� .��
� &��	�
�� �����	 &� �����	�#� �
#� ,��
#�� 2��

���#����	������������&�����
��
#�����
�,��
���#��
 ����������������
#�>�4
�!�;����



����������	
�
�

15 www.christchurchmorningside.co.uk 

.��
� !�����#� �,���� ���� &����� !����� !��� 
��� ���
�	���"� #�&�
�#"� ������
"� ��� &����� ��#� ,��
� *�� 
���� �
�������

L�"� >� ���
4� ����� ������ &���� ���������� �
� ������
�����&�!���
����!��
��
��������&������������������� �
�������#�����&��
#�����&��	�
�� �,�	������ �
� ��
#��
 #�
,�#
� #�&&���	�"� >� ���
4� ���� ��,����#� 	�&�� �
#� &�	��
��������� �,���� �����	&� M� ��� ���� ����	#� ����� #�
��
!���� �		� ���� 	���� �
#� �������� ���� �������#� &����
&���
#���
#��������		
������G��
#�#�&���	
��

>� ���
4� ���� ������ ����� �������� ,������� !����
6����� #�#� �
� ����� ����
� 	�
� ��� ���� ������ �&� !���� �� ��
������� ��� #�� �
� ���� �!
� 	�&��� � ���� !�
��#� ��� ���	�
����	�"� ,���� ��
����		
� �
#� ��
���	�����		
"� �
#�
�������	��	
� ������ !���� ���� &�	�� !���� ,��
#� � �
�
��������
�������!����#��������
��-���������"������� !-
��	���"����������������#�,
�#���,�	��
���>����
4��� ��&�	��
����� �
��������
�"� �������		
� ���� ������"� ����#� ���
������� !�� !���� ����� ��
���
�#� !���� &���� ���
�
�����
� M� !���� 4����
�� ���� ��,,���� ���
� !����
���
��
�� ���
���� � ���� �
�,	�
��!��� �,����#��!�
��
��������,�����
�������&����M���4�
��������!�������
 #�
��	��
����������!�����2��!�
��#�����������

;����.��
�	���#�,
������"�
���,
�	�!�M��
#������
��
� ,�� ���#��� ���
� !�� ���
4�� � '��� 	�!� ������ ���-
���
�
"� ���&���� �
#� ��������� �7����� 	������ ���&	��� -
�
��!�������&������
#��	#�"�#���
#�
���
������!
�
�

�������
������+&��������������#��#��,������!���	 	�
#�"� ,���>�,�	����� ;���� .��
� ���		
�&�	�� �����	&�	�� �#�
�
#�&���#�,
�7�#"�	���#��
#���
����#�,
�����&��-
�	
��
#�&���
#�"��
#�	���#��
#��������#�,
������	&� M�
�
#�����!�
��#����������
������,�������&����		��&�� ���

>��!��� �� ������ 	�&�"� !�� ���� �����&�	�&�����"��
#�!� �
!�		������,������&�����

�
��������������

'������(����
���$������$���
��

�����

�
6������7�' �!���� ('(�
�����
������'#�!�������
 %�!���7�8(�9�)� ('(�

�
�����
���
'�8(28�	�

���
�����������������
�

& (��������������/��
&:(������
1����/��

���&;�������
����
�

5�
����	������������
��
������
�	
��<���
�/���

�
9���	�	������

�����	��
4����/�����
�������

���
������=�
�

$��
����
���>�%*6�8 (;�
���
��������

?��
����������	  



����������	
�
�

16 www.christchurchmorningside.co.uk 

�����������	��
��������	��
	���	�������������������	��
��������	��
	���	�������������������	��
��������	��
	���	�������������������	��
��������	��
	���	��������� ���
�

K���!�		������
�����#�!�������,��
��#�������
��&��� ��
�!��������1#��
����������
#�

����&�		
��
������
���
��!�		������,��
���#��,
���� ������
������#�����������	�����'���

������� 1#��
��������� !�		� ,�� ,���#� !����
� ���� #�#�� ���#� �&&���� ������ !����
� ����

���������
���"��
#������������
��������&����������� �����������	���#
���4���	�����
������

,��
���,��&���������
�#�
���!��4�������������

'�����������&&�������������	�&�����
��&������/����� 
�����
#�
����
�
��!��
��
�����

������&������	���
���
�,��&��
#������������
�
����� �
#����
��
���&&������������
"����

&�
�	���
�� ������ ,���� �
#� ������� 
��#�#� &��� ���� ��� �� ��������� � � � '����� ��� &��9��
�	
�

����� �������
� �
� ���� �&���
��
� !���� ����������
�&�� � ���� ���
�
�� �������"� ��� �� ����	���

�����
���&�����;�������
#�C����
����������
����4��� ��
������&������
�,���
�����

'����&&����������
��������	����������
�!��4#�
���&� �����,�����&�������
��������
�

��������
��
������		��
�!����9���������
��
��&����� ���
��������		����������
�������&�
#-

�
�����������������&����
��"���		����
����������
�
 �����#�����
���&&��
&�������
�&���

����
��������������G���
�	������������
������
����# �	��������	��
�"���
#�����,��	������

������
�����
��
��#��������4���������,����&������	� ��
��,�������������	����������������

��!�����!���������
��#���
�����
�����������
	
����� �����&��������,�����&��		�����

�#��
���������������������������#��������������
#�, 
������&&�����1����
�������&�������-

�����
���
��������
#���		"���
�����
#�������������� ,
��G���
�	��
#��
���
�	�������������

M���������������
#������
������������#������
����&� ��!��4	
"���
��	
"�����	
��
#��
��

�&&�,��4�
����
#�&�������
�,��4�
����4�
�!��!�		��� ����������#��,�����
���������
-

9�������!�����!�������
�,	�����������#����&����
��� ����
�����
������M����!�
�����-

�	�� ���
#"� �����#�
�� �
&�������
� �
#� �����"� ������
 �� #����� �
#� � ,��4�
��"� �����
��

�
������"� �����
�� ��
��
�"�&�
#�
��&	��� ������ ����� "�,��	#�
�� ��	����
������ !���� �	�
-

���������&&��
#�����������	����������		��##�������� �������
��&�����#�
���

'����&&�������#���������!�����
�!��������������	�!� ���!�����!�������		�&���	����M�

���#���
���
#����
�
�������!
�,��4	����&��������	�� ������	������
"������
�����������

�
#� ���
��
�� ���� !��4	
� 
������ �����"� ������	� ����� ��� �������	�"� ��#���
�� ������
��
"�



����������	
�
�

17 www.christchurchmorningside.co.uk 

��
#�
� �
#� !��4#�
� �����"� ,��4	���� �
#� ���#�
�� 	��� �� &��� ���
�
�� �
#� ���
�
��

���
��"� �������� &��� ���� 
������ ,���#"� &	
���� �
#� �� �4���� M� ���� 	���� ��� 	�
�N� '����� ��� ��

���������#���
�&�������������"�������		"�������
��� ��
#������&&�����
#��
&�������
�&����

����� ��� ��		�#� ���������&��� ���� ����(�
�"� 
������ �� ���� �
#� �����
� �
&�������
�� '���

������ �
� ���� 
������ ������� ��� ���#���#� ���
�� ������ 	� ��&�!���� �
#� ���� �����
�

!����������	������
��#�&�����
��
�������!��4��

'��� 
�!� #���,���� �		�!�� ��� ��� �
����� �������	��� ��� ���� �&� ����	�� ��� ���
��"� ���

��
#�����	������"����#��������(�
��	������
#�4����� ����#���&�,�������"������������
#�

&�
���	��� ����������� ���� ���#���#�&��� �����	���� �
# ������#��,�#���� �
� ���� �
�
�� �
#�

������ !�� ����� �����#���#"� 
��,���� ����
#�
�� ������� �� �
#� ��!� ����� ��
�
� !��

������ &���� ��
��
�� ���� ���� �������� '����� ��� ����	�� � �����
������
� !���� ���� C����
�

��������
"� F�����"� '��������"� 1��������"� .���(�
�� � #����"� 8�������� �&� .����� �
#� !����

��	�
������&�����		����������&��������	�&�"��
#���� ��	���
��&���������������#��	
�����-

�
�������

�����#�
�������	������	!�
����9�������#�
��
������& &����,�����O��#�&�
���	
�
����������

�&�P�	���#�&���,���
���P����1���
�
�����
�!�		��&�
 #��
���&������	���
���������������
��

&�����������"�6���
�
��
�F��������
��"�����
#�
���� �K��
������������1����C����������-

������������������	��������
#	���N�������#�
������� 	�����#�
�!��
�����F�����"�8���������&�.�-

��������
�����������&������&&����,���������
��	���� ����
�����������,�����
#�������������


��#�����������
���
�,�&����
����
������,��
�!��4�, ���
������
�

"�?�����������1����<��������3�+���+����� ������B��� ���� �

����� !"��"#$% "�%�
�

��������
 ����!�����!���
����"�#�

�9�:��
�; � �

:��
�	��
�	�<�!!�� �



����������	
�
�

18 www.christchurchmorningside.co.uk 

������������
�����
�&��������
���	���#������
�

	��
�
(����� ������
� )���� ��� �
���(��
(� �� !�1��� ���� �����!�
�� �
�� !����
���"

���
�����������������; ����

*
� ���� 
�6�� ��)� )����� )�� ���� ���

�
(� ��� ��(�
���� � � ������ (����� ��� �����

������
� ��� ���� ���������!�
�� ���
�� )���� ����������� ��(���� ��� ���� ��������� �
�� ��"

�����������������������������)��������������������� �(�����)�������������
�����(������

����������!!�
���
����((�����
���������������!����� !�
�����������
���������

3�� ���� �����������
� ���
� ����� ���������
��� �
� ���� ( ����� ����� �� (���� �
���"

���
��
(� ��� ������� ����
(� ������� )���� ������������� � *� �!� ��
�����
(� ��!!�
��
�

(�������
����(�
������
�� �������������
�������

� !� !�����)��������������
���"

���
��
(��
��)��������)����
(������
��������������� ������(������

*�� �

� �������� �
���!����
� ������ ���� ������
� ������ ���!�
�� ��� ���� ��"

���� (����� ��� ��/������ ���
� ������� ��� 
��� ��������� � �� ��
����� !�� �
� �"!����

=��
�����
>���
���(��(�����?��������
��= �@��A;B�A9 A@?��
�

$���%���� �

��������	�
��
�
�
�	��������	�
��
�
�
�	��������	�
��
�
�
�	��������	�
��
�
�
�	� ���
��
���������� ����
	�	� ��� ��� �� ��	�� ������� � ����� ��� �	� ���� ��
�
��� ����

������	� ����
��� ��	�
���� 
�� ������	� ���� �� ���
���� � �� ������� ����	�� �  �
	�

���	����������!����������"#�������������������$���� �������
	��
����
����	�


���	�������%������&	������������

���������&	������
	��������
���������������	������
 	������'��������

��������� � (�� )������� ��� �
��� ��� ����
��� ����� *����� ��� +�
�������

,�����
���-����'���	�����

(����������
�����	����
����
�
����	�����	���������� ���������
	������-
���

.��������



����������	
�
�

19 www.christchurchmorningside.co.uk 

Overseas & UK Giving Update 

Amanecer Orphanage – Bolivia 
From Sheila Baillie 
 
Amanecer – that soft and gentle Spanish 
word for dawn.  And for those orphaned and 
street children in the sprawling slums of 
Cochabamba city, who find their way to the 
doors of Amanecer orphanage it is indeed the 
promise of a new day – the hope of a new 
life. 

Starting in 1981 with a single room 
where homeless boys were offered a bowl of 
soup at night, mats to sleep on the hard floor and a basic breakfast before a hard 
day working the streets, the orphanage now offers hope, shelter and vocational 
training to some two-hundred and fifty children.  Six different houses are home 
to over two-hundred boys according to age, while girls aged five to eighteen , 
many of whom have been abused, are housed in Madre de Dios.  Yet another 
home caters for  newborn babies – often abandoned on the doorstep. 

There is a special school and a daycare centre for the children of poor work-
ing mothers.  Most importantly a fully-qualified social worker assesses the needs 
and the progress of each child.  In addition to normal schooling there is a voca-
tional centre, teaching carpentry, bread –making, agriculture, metal work, com-
puter and simple business skills.  Many older pupils go on to training centres in 
the city, but Amanecer is always there for them if needed, monitoring, encourag-
ing and offering a haven at weekends when necessary. 

Your contribution from Christ Church is securely routed to the orphanage 
via the very active Canadian Committee of which my friends Bryan and Diane 
are members.  Both spend much time and energy travelling from Vancouver 
with supplies of essential medicines, household goods, simple sporting equip-
ment. 

Photo © Amanecer 
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After one such trip Bryan emailed me “When I took the boys cheap T-shirts 
they laughed with joy.  But when I gave them footballs they greeted me like a 
God! “ 

So do I hear  you asking “Are you sure that my money is being well spent?”   
Well... Judge for yourself... 

A few weeks ago Ivan aged nine, had an accident and a bad gash to his face.  
Amanecer’s nurse said he must go immediately to the nearby hospital Accident 
and Emergency centre.  When Sister Mary Catherine walked into the centre with 
Ivan they were greeted by the doctor on duty Eddy Ruiz.  First Eddy gave the nun 
a big hug, then he expertly stitched the gash!  Eddy had come to the orphanage as 
a small abandoned five-year-old after his mother had died! 

 

Sheila Baillie 
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Healing 
From Mo Nicolson 
 
Probably, we would all be familiar with the term ‘healing ministry’ but I imagine 
there would be significant differences in the ways we members of Christchurch 
would envisage that and what our opinions would be of it.  Many Christian 
churches and groups throughout the world devote themselves to it, some doing ad-
mirable work and others, such as the American tele-evanglists, in my opinion, bring-
ing the whole enterprise into disrepute.  The fact remains, however, that a large and 
critical part of the life and ministry of Jesus as revealed to us in the New Testament 
was all about healing; healing the sick, the mentally ill, the morally and spiritually 
confused, and so on.  So this is an important part of what Jesus was about, an essen-
tial part of what He revealed to us about the nature and action of God, and there-
fore, in my opinion, an equally important part of the calling of each and every 
Christian, and every Christian community, and not just the preserve of those dedi-
cated souls who feel particularly attracted to this line of work. 

As I consider this congregation of Christ Church which I have, happily, become 
a part of, I recognise many healers in our midst:  those with the care of souls in 
whatever capacity, those working in the caring professions, those ‘good listeners’ 
who are there for others when they have a problem or a trouble to unburden them-
selves of, and many more.  The work of healing goes on around us all the time 
largely unnoticed in an undramatic, unspectacular way which is nonetheless authen-
tic and extraordinary for being so.  One might say that evidence of its action is or 
should be a typical characteristic of a Christian community and therefore of our 
community as well, and I would suggest that by being a consciously healing commu-
nity is one important way in which we could become, not only more authentically 
loving amongst ourselves, but ever more increasingly relevant and helpful to the 
community around us. 

Alongside the growing secularisation of our society and the consequent margin-
alisation of the churches there have been recently many exciting developments in the 
fields of psychology and cognitive science.  Sometimes, it seems to me as if the 
Christian churches have been slow to keep up with these advances, slow to incorpo-
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rate what is good and essentially holy about them; but as a community in which the 
individual members are fully aware of their own potential, and of their potential 
together, to effect real growth and healing in their own members and in the wider 
society around them I believe we can make a contribution not only to improving the 
lives of the people we come in contact with but of helping to make the church, and 
consequently the whole notion of a loving God, more comprehensible and accessible 
to the bit of the world we live and work  in. 

Not all in the church are called to a specific healing ministry but by looking at 
the way Jesus operated I think we can all learn how to respond to this universal call 
in our own ways and situations.  As I see it, something which characterised the Jesus 
revealed to us in the New Testament healing stories is his incredible ability to see 
beyond what was being presented to him, to see things about people which seemed 
often to be obscure to others or even to themselves.  That is why, I think, when con-
fronted with the paralytic who descended through the roof in Peter’s house, he first 
reassured the man that his sins were forgiven him and only afterwards told him to 
stand up in order to walk away into a brighter future.  Just as when invited to con-
gratulate the hypocrites who wanted to stone the woman taken in adultery he reas-
sured her that he at least understood and excused her before advising her to sort her 
life out so she too could begin to move ahead in more positive and life-giving direc-
tions.  I think that Jesus saw beyond appearances, beyond apparent success or 
wealth, beyond bad behaviour, beyond unacceptability, and so on, to the places of 
uncertainty, guilt, loneliness, and fear which lie in wait for every human heart.  We 
too can cultivate the ability to look and see beyond; beyond the smile put on to keep 
up appearances, beyond an apparently successful career or marriage, beyond the 
thousand kinds of masks we wear in order to convince others, and frequently our-
selves, that we’re ok when we’re really just not.  And, like Jesus, we can learn to re-
spond in the ways he did, with acceptance, compassion, and love.  I know from ex-
perience just how healing it has been to be welcomed and accepted by the Christ-
church community and the individuals which make it up.  We should never under-
estimate the power of the smile, the warm handshake, the genuine greeting and in-
terest in the other, or the quiet noticing of the tear in someone’s eye and saying or 
doing something about it.  All this continues Jesus’s work of day to day healing in 
the church, and it’s a marvellous thing to behold. 
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