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Monday 19 April
Dear Friends

I never imagined for a moment that | would bengrithis letter during an en-
forced extended stay in Spain. | flew out to IBascen 8th April to join my
son Keith, Sarah and their children Katy, Jackaltg for the last nine days of
their two week holiday in Catalonia. Twelve déssllam still here!

Like thousands of other people our travel plams bemn completely dis-
rupted by the volcanic ash cloud hovering ovep&uréds for many others also,
it has caused us a high level of inconvenienegteadost but unlike many oth-
ers we have not the anxiety of looking for accoatimods the owners of the
lovely house we had rented in Begur, a beautliftdwn near the coast about
100 miles north of Barcelona, have offered useswled rental option.

The sun shines and we are all, children and adyiltg,to make the best of
it. However we continue to spend a lot of timdngahe most of our mobile
phones, which thankfully have internet accessasachelped us keep in touch
with the developing (or what at times seems stagitaation. We eventually
made contact with British Airways on Saturday4sfthours of unsuccessful at-
tempts to do so by telephone and internet andrmhiging, finally, we got
through to the car hire firm to agree an exteridegdriod for the vehicle we are
using.

The earliest flights BA are offering us to retuthet UK are on Thursday of
this week and we are now also on the British Gofesrdcuation” list. Will | be
back in Edinburgh by the time this magazine gmesiioulation? Who knows!
All | can say is that of all the things we toak éonsideration this holiday Ice-
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land, volcano and ash cloud
were not on our list! We
appreciate we are fortunate
not to be among the many
people having difficulty find-
ing accommodation or who
are camping out in airport
terminals and other such
places, but believe it or not
this extended stay does not
feel like an extended holiday.
We are of course trying to
make the best we can of the
situation, but | would find the word “enjoyingfidifilt to use. Like most
other people who find themselves stranded abrtidd tine, we have work
and family commitments we need to return to aidyfan outboard motor to
our beach lilo is becoming an ever more attrafeale

However every cloud has a silver lining and whididcame evident over
these past days is that though Christ Church mayReetor led church, it is
not thankfully Rector dependent. | am truly headeand encouraged to see
the fruits of our commitment to shared leaderstipesponsibility as Ander-
son and the office bearers willingly and ablydagensibility for the continu-
ing ministry, mission and governance of the chamdh, do my best to keep in
touch by texting and email!

Show Me the Way to Go Home!
Katy, Molly and Jack in Spain

With all good wishes
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An Act of Discovering St Paul

From Nick Bowry

| used to have ambiguous thoughts and feelingsSatiaul, but now...

About a year ago, as the lectionary brought wptexoem the Book of Acts
each Sunday during the Easter season, | deordesl time | found out more
about Paul. | knew some things about him frometheéings in Acts, had strug-
gled (I don't think | am alone) in engaging withl#iters in the New Testament
that are attributed to him, and had asked thecapgdi for the Rector’s role to
preach on Romans Chapter 8 three years ago. €tiaeflmy view of him was
partly based on my limited reading but also bylaowiews of what his letters
actually meant. | think | was at best uncertaintafloether | could agree with
all he wrote and how he interpreted Jesus’ menstmission.

So where to start? It seemed best to start willibllee The Book of Acts is
one of the best set of narrative stories in the Biils not very long and has some
great short stories within it that really bringeate time in the 20 or so years
after Jesus’ ascension. It also ends on a d#f-hastrongly recommend reading
it through during the season of Easter, not jsingethe parts read out in
church as part of the lectionary. | got a muderheiderstanding of the individ-
ual parts by reading the whole. | hope you do too.

After that, | wanted to delve deeper in to the Bdaokcts. So | turned to
Bishop (of Durham) Tom Wright's ‘for everyone’ebt®mmentaries series. |
have quite a few of these, and find his styléoe@syd and each section is short
enough to read at the start or end of a busy ddgaae time and energy for re-
flection. His commentaries on Acts come in twoshdolthe first chapter of Part
1, he suggests the Book of Acts should be cakeAct of Jesus 2', as it follows
on from Luke’s Gospel and it is believed to beemwbly the same person. Tom
Wright assumes little, if any, prior knowledgbeogppropriate terminology and
provides a simple glossary in each book. Pedhapsdn’'t admit it, but | found
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the glossary useful. For some words it confirmeahaeystanding, but in some
cases it made me realise | had somehow not gafiedythe correct meaning in
the past. So, | was thankful for the glossaryatternmow simple it was. Tom
Wright's style may not suit everyone; there anty pleother bible commentaries
available, just ask at the Cornerstone bookslsgamh on Amazon (via easy-
fundraising.com so that a portion of your purghdse is donated to charity, of
course).

Where next? | was now interested in who Saul/®Raallyawas, where he
came from, and something about the context ofinttee Edward Stourton’s
book on Saint Paul seemed a natural step. Stdogsnvell to develop a picture
of St Paul, from his early years through to hiviban Rome. He takes the
reader on a journey around the old Roman Empheyaaid insight and consid-
erable biblical knowledge to back up his desosptidaving read this book | felt
| ‘knew’ Paul a bit better, and at least somesafahtext of the times in which
he lived and worked as a tent-maker. Stourtomrgijisti experience helps him
tell a good story with plenty of flow and coldunas a very enjoyable read and
not ‘heavy’ but at the end | felt considerably m@emed than when | started.

After that, | finally (for now) turned to ‘The FiPaul’ by Borg and Crossan.
Borg is a Professor of Religion and his roots theeliutheran church, Crossan’s
roots are in the Roman Catholic church. They th@tehey wish the book to
help people focus on Paul in terms of contrastimgeén Jewish covenantal tra-
ditions and Roman imperial theology. They defmd 3letters ascribed to Paul
as belonging to 3 different categories; lettétasnoy Paul, those not written by
him, and those about which there is no scholarbeiesus. According to Borg
and Crossan, there are 7 letters scholars maadyasg written by Paul. There
are 3 long ones (Romans, 1 & 2 Corinthians), amb®4 ones (1 Thessalonians,
Galatians, Philippians & Philemon). They were dheest writings in the New
Testament. Most scholars agree that 1 & 2 Timoitthyl dus, the ‘pastoral let-
ters’, were not written by Paul, being written ta#d0uo 50 years after Paul’s
undisputed letters. The remaining letters (Epkegiatossians, and 2 Thessalo-
nians) are termed the ‘disputed’ letters as the® dlear scholarly consensus
about authorship. Borg and Crossan believe thgyostéaul’, written in the
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generation after Paul's death. The book themgaoe£xplore Paul based on the
7 letters they believe are genuine, (labellirRatiieof these letters as the ‘radical
Paul’). They also reference and interweave Lak&'sfBActs in order to explore
their understanding of Paul. | greatly enjoy tile sf writing that Borg and
Crossan employ and | do not find it stodgy acadeading. They provide con-
siderable evidence, arguments and conceptsdbamflBorg and Crossan are
certainly ‘Progressive Christian’s’ in how thek tinid | did not always agree
with their conclusions. What | did gain was arbgtésp of why | like some of
Paul’'s writings and not others, and why that rbight

So where has my Pauline journey left me? | kne@idea@bly more about
Paul the person, and the messages of the ‘raditaHBving read Acts | have a
much better feel for the bigger picture that mékeSunday readings during
Easter so much more meaningful. I'm still on théy, and | think my next
port of call is to re-read Tom Wright's Bible contanes on Romans that | first
read three years ago in preparation for thewelgictiur new Rector. And what
do | think of Paul now? Well, let’s just say Itdhdsveloping my views, but he
is more appealing than appalling (cf Chapter Thef First Paul’) to my eyes,
and is less of a mystery to me. What's your view?

Nick Bowry
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Holy Corner Christian Aid
Committee
Christian Aid Week
May 8-15 2010

Concert by

Saturday 8th May 2010
7.30pm
Christ Church, Holy Corner

Tickets £10, under 12 £3

Available from Christ Church office (0131 229 0090)
members of the Holy Corner Christian Aid Committee,

or phone Jean Williams 0131 445 2983
Wine, juice and cake available in the interval for

donation
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| Healing I

From Margaret Raven

i
Ay

wﬂl/

In Nicaragua in 1989 | was healed of kidney iafeby drinking the fresh juice
of two coconuts bought at the roadside. This wdedhlly known remedy in a
society largely without access to pharmaceutitiginmae There was no other
medicine in town at the end of a ten-year civilltimaorked instantly.

Two months ago | wrote here about creation camgainithin it many re-
sources for healing — from the cat seeking osibgreegmint when they have an
upset stomach to you or | using ginger, onioriderflewer cordial to ward off
a cold or to recover from a debilitating fevefeellwe are in danger of losing
this precious knowledge of natural healing whialgit of God our creator.
This is not to downplay advances in medical esqpdatiowledge or science but
to point to God: source of all being.

Jesus heals. Why did some people drive Jesuhewhg healed the demo-
niac?

The gospels also insist crowds followed Jesughewedyegging him to heal
them. Priests (and some others) are trained audeekip allow the Holy Spirit
to work through them for healing ( through layimgfohands) as part of regular
liturgical public worship.

How did | manage to dissuade people away a fevageavhen | introduced
this (for me) routine liturgical act into a weekskyice in Christ Church,
Morningside? It is on my conscience. | did iatwaptly — inadequate prepara-
tion. As a consequence we (and the neighbourhrootindy) are deprived of a
great source of love and healing. Can we redrésdaince?

The pathways of God’s healing love and care drplentihere are many
sources of emotional and physical relief fronapéisauffering.

V4
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People experience healing:
from their own body’s mechanisms
(when they improve their sleep and life balarteensattheir nutrition,
self- care including yoga, tai chi, dancing amd fatims of exercise and,
physical care of teeth and external wounds);
when they receive acupuncture, massage, chicepracti
when they talk about what troubles them and reespectful, attentive
listening (www.acorninscotland.org.uk; info@ bieéa&iruthven.org.uk)
when others pray for them whether they know b©Hr n
from the Holy Spirit when they accept or ask yordan of hands of-
fered by a priest as part of regular weekly worsihiprch;
from chemical or natural medicinal sources pegstijla physician;
from listening, talking in and faithfully attendamgall groups, from 12-
step programmes or from short or long-term pfiassounselling.

“Are any among you suffering? They should eoeayy cheerful?
They should sing songs of praise. Are any @arsick@ Jbey
should call for the elders of the church andehayway over
them, anointing them with oil in the name ofrthé Lo

James 5: 13-14
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Music Matters

From Michael Green

Lent, Holy Week, and Easter were hard work fahihie and myself but | hope
you will agree the music fitted the occasionshdhks go to all the choir for
singing, sometimes in the middle of very diffigatk commitments. We per-
formed “The Crucifixion” by Stainer on Palm Suratal although there was a
reasonable audience/congregation | would have ez more people there.
Next time we do something special we’ll have ¢dtiadvt better.

You may notice that two more of our choir — Ele®iiams and Linda
Brown — are sporting different coloured ribbonsraedhls. Both passed their St
Andrews Award exams, Linda at Silver level ambrEsgaBronze. They join
Ruth Williams who has attained the silver awardyr@uwlations to both.

Every time | report on the music | say that we meee choir members, espe-
cially men. We do have a good and balanced cleoirewéryone is able to come
but, for example, today (Easter 3) we had no baafiesfamily duties and work
(not unconnected with the volcano ash) took tleedasvay. If you are able to
come even half the time | would love to hear foomWe're not at all scary and
everyone who's joined says how friendly the ohoir a

We have some special occasions coming up — Elkadyaping’s ordination
on 5th June, Genny Duncan’s wedding on July 3mdwedding anniversary
too!), and Alex and Rachel’'s wedding on 25th Septe@enny hasn't been with
us for long but is a very valuable member of ptangoline and we shall miss
her when she moves down to Manchester.

I know that many of you enjoy our music and thgtteiat, but if you have a
particular hymn that you like and that we havemié dor some time if ever, or if
you have a special anniversary and would likle fior &s particular anthem or
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voluntary — do
ask! | choose (!* HE&+
all the music
with input
from  Susan
and Anderson
and although |
do try to make sure we don'’t just do the same f¢w
things all the time, ideas are always welconpe. S
However — recently | was asked to [Hagitide&
Fugue sur le nom d'Aldig Duruflé for a funeral.

| didn’t know this piece but said | probably could
n't play it. Just as well because according to Mdr-
ley Whitehead it's a virtuoso recital piece . . .

I+, #+]

Lastly, did you know that we have had ong
extreme Easter date in 2008 and we are due fn-
other next year? In 2008 Easter was on Margh
23rd. This is one day later than the earliest possi
ble date, March 22nd. The last time Easter was pn
March 23rd was in 1913 and the next time will bg % $
in 2160. In 2011 Easter is on April 24th, one day
earlier than the latest possible date, April 25th. 8 ; <
The last time Easter was on April 24th was iIn
1859 and the next time will be in 2095 — maybg
some of us (not me) will be around for this one! 7
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Theological Summer School:
26 June — 9 July 2010

| can’t believe it is almost three years sino& p#ot in the Theological Sum-
mer School based in Dunblane. | think it was samgeodf an ‘experiment’
and it proved to be a very successful one. Scsojubhat it is to be repeated
again this year! The first one was set agaibsickarop of many other coun-
tries, not just Scotland, as the participants framemany different parts of
the world. The Orthodox Tradition was represdmgetiose from Russia and
Greece, the various Protestant denominations drortries as diverse as Bra-
zil, Cuba, India, Uganda, North America and Ea&arope. Many were
theologians, others, like myself, were lay people.

The schedule is less demanding in terms of tkagtltime, we travelled as
far north as Inverness and south to the Bordey#\ldmeering 1500 miles in
all! This year, the group will visit Edinburghlggs), Glasgow, Paisley, New
Lanark, St Andrews and lona, where there is arnightestay to include the
Island Pilgrimage, a service at the Abbey andgseeith members of the
lona Community.

The programme begins with ‘Visions for the Fuanigediscussions explor-
ing participants’ hopes and expectations for them&uSchool. Part 1 of the
programme looks at the challenges facing Scotl@nohs of Politics, Culture
and the Arts (we may have had a change of Govebyntieen!), Poverty and
Global Warming and Economics and Lifestyle in titiatderspective. Part 2
takes as its subject aspects of ReformationngcHidiory, Imagination and
the Future.

After a well-earned ‘rest day’ on the second Stimelgyogramme looks to
Fresh Visions for the 21st Century in terms ofidissxd Ecumenism. The
final day is one of reflection on these visions.
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The programme is interspersed with viewings arRich
Holloway's excellent BBC documentary ‘Art & Soul’
and the group will meet Richard during their diast in
Edinburgh. The programme is also punctuated by
morning and evening prayers in the lovely chapet ab
Scottish Churches House.
There will also be time to meet several of thimdead
figures from Scotland’s different denominations, to
gether with specialist guides and members of eburch
both lay and ordained.
I hope this gives some idea of the breadth anel gicop
the TSS. The participants will come from far add w
and, of course, it is they who will dictate muchhait transpires. | under-
stand there are still some places remainingcfls”lto join the group. You
would not be disappointed. Not only will you leariot about your own
country and its history, you will also discovehrabout the countries of the
other participants, as there will be ‘country meggms’ from each one. You
will make many new friends as well. | cannot spednighly of my experi-
ence of the last TSS. It was very special anld ladmost do it all again. But
it will be different this time — and the weathghtnéven be better!
For more information or to register, please log ton
www.scottishchurcheshouse.org
As soon as possible!
Kate Maxwell

Christ Church Morningside Book Club

Tuesday 4 May

We are meeting to disca@msider the Lilieg lain Crichton-
Smith at 7.30pm at 109 Craiglea Drive.

Contact no 447 1182. All are welcome.

The book for June has yet to be decided.
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Health and Wellbeing

For Area Visitors and others involved in
pastoral visiting at Christ Church

Helping people live with illness and los$

Wednesdays 12 & 19 May
7:30pm - 9:00pm
In the Church Centre

Sessions led by Joan Adam, Nurse Lectureu@b8isCGidspice
and member of Christ Church

For further information or to sign up, please coMasan Macdonald or
Anderson Jeremiah
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