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We need to wash our dirty feet! 
Insights about Water and Justice from the foot washing at the Last Supper  
 
 

And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all 
things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was 
going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and 
tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin 
and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the 
towel that was tied around him. (John 13.3-5) 

 
Jesus uses water as an effective and surprising channel to demonstrate the central 
aspect of his vision for the disciples’ ministry. According to John’s gospel the Last 
Supper took place in an undisclosed and secret room, in order for Jesus to be 
alone with his disciples and loved ones. There were no slaves or helpers to break 
the bread or to pour the wine – just the gathered few. Jesus uses this last meal to 
show his disciples the fundamental principles of his kingdom. The disciples might 
be tempted to dream about power and authority and their place in the coming 
kingdom, rather than Jesus’ humble acts of service. It was difficult for the disciples 
to humble themselves and serve each other, which is the central focus of Jesus’ 
message. In practical terms, they did not follow the local custom of washing their 
feet before having a Passover meal, so Jesus reminded them both of what is right 
and proper, as well as how to serve. 

It is in this setting that Jesus uses water to demonstrate the essence of his 
teaching. Water is used for cleansing and purifying the dirty feet of the disciples 
and becomes the symbol of restoration and of new life! The everyday act of foot 
washing becomes the vehicle for divine revelation. Jesus envisions a new commu-
nity which is not defiled by power and greed for authority, but of humility and 
servitude. But today in our world water has become a source of power and divi-
sion. Those who unjustly control the sources of water make it into a commodity, 
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owned and sold by powerful monopolies, 
while those who cannot afford this basic 
human necessity have to be content with 
polluted water, endangering themselves. It 
is sadly the case that in the majority of the 
world today water has become the cause of 
death and not of life. Water, “the source of 
life”, has been privatized to such an extent 
that only certain human communities can 
have access to its benefits. The lack of clean 
water has caused thousands to die of dis-
eases and human greed has robbed water of 
its purifying and restoring nature.  

The challenge Jesus Christ sets for us by symbolically using water at his last 
meeting with his disciples says loud and clear that we have to learn to embody 
the message of love and service for the renewal and restoration of human com-
munities. Jesus invites us to wash ourselves of our greed and desire for power. 
Water must be restored to being a source of life and basic right of the whole of 
creation if the world is to carry on. This Lent, we as Jesus Christ’s disciples, are 
once again invited to allow Christ’s love and challenge to wash over us, so that 
we may embody his message to others. 

 
Anderson Jeremiah  
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Holy Corner Christian Aid 
Committee 

Christian Aid Week 
May 8-15 2010 

Concert by 

Saturday 8th May 2010 
Christ Church, Holy Corner 

Edinburgh 

Tickets £10, under 12 £3 
Available from Christ Church office (0131 229 0090) ,  

members of the Holy Corner Christian Aid Committee,  

or phone Jean Williams 0131 445 2983   

Wine, juice and cake available in the interval for donation 
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Church Army Captain Paul Little from his extensive evangelism experience: 
· There is no “one size fits all”.  People want variety and choice. 

· We can be hopeful.  Decline in church attendance is a local problem. Other 

churches are growing. We know how to turn things around. 
· The British majority has voted with their feet. They invariably say: “We ex-

perienced traditional church as a hypocritical bunch of people who either 
thought they were better than us or, were actually abusive to us”.  

· Fresh expressions of church (FX) means rediscovering what it means to be 

church by intentionally forming community. Size and growth do not matter. 
FX is based in people’s needs & centres on hospitality to the person just as 
they are. It is primarily relational (i.e. not worship-focussed). Participants tell 
their story; watch a DVD on Jesus; learn to listen to each other; learn how to 
pray. The goal is to be on the frontiers of society bringing people to Christ. 
FX makes disciples. This is all Scriptural.  

· FX is not a church-planting model, not an alternative worship church, not a 

group of people disillusioned with traditional church, not a church growth or 
incorporating people into us model. 

· The Salvation Army works together with S.E.C. providing trained, experi-

enced evangelists for FX where there is no church presence. Paul Little is in 
Newcastleton and around Hawick. Google Church Army for videos etc. 

· http://www.freshexpressions.org.uk/ 

· http://www.churcharmy.org.uk 

· http://www.churcharmy.org.uk/sheffieldcentre/ 

Edinburgh 1910 – 2110 
From Margaret Raven 
 
 

Looking 100 years into the future: Diocesan 
Teach-In, Holy Trinity, Haddington                            
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Bishop Brian on the present and the foreseeable future i.e. the next ten years: 
· Our pluralistic society and world make our active engagement essential. It is 

splendid and colourful as well as threatening. It means exploring worlds out-
side church as a routine Christian activity. It means getting used to naming  
Christian values in public.     

· Pluralism requires christians, christianity and the church to cultivate a public 

space where we encounter each other. Diversity can be met and engaged there 
rather than ignored or avoided. 

· Issues: CHRISTIAN VALUES & THE CHRISTIAN UNDERSTANDING 

OF HUMAN NATURE. Topics of the past have been marxism, existential-
ism and feminism. Topics facing us today are: BIOETHICS,  ENVIRON-
MENT,  FUNDAMENTALISM. 

· The past is over. A new sense of space and time is needed. Global problems 

like Aids and other viruses or currency and finance are shared problems - yet 
there are competing values operating whenever strategy is discussed.  Modern 
thinking towards global solutions means adapting to thinking pluralistically 
and seeking convergence. The church has prior experience in this area. 

· Instability in societies is increasing as consciousness of inequalities becomes 

widespread. Fundamentalisms and Freelance Religions are increasing every-
where. Single-issue politics can distract.  

 
What does the church do in this modern context? 

Make disciples who baptise, teach and remind people of the eternal and un-
changing reassurance of God; open oneself to a tragic vision - the pain of God at 
the heart of difference when values clash irreconcilably; take immediate steps to 
become a religiously literate, networking and confident church fielding Christians 
provided with the crisp awareness of their beliefs which enables them to move 
easily within diversity and to engage wholeheartedly with pluralism. 
 
Rev. Canon Anne Dyer used slides of works of art to evoke understanding of 
The Spirituality of the Future. She is head of Cranmer Hall, (Durham University) 
training ordinands as well as working in continuing education of clergy. Hers was 
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a profound vision of service and leadership through times of flood and desert in a 
society where we are all getting poorer and the old and the needy are increasing in 
number.  

The most important things will be: to be accessible and real in the present, to 
be content with small things, to abandon large projects and institutional priorities, 
to expect a revival of interest in traditions and old paths we have abandoned (like 
Compline or monasticism or desert traditions). These are to be taken seriously 
even if they do not attract large numbers of participants.  

Service and leadership will be costly as well as blessed. Anne Dyer reminds us 
to keep our spirituality always located within the Missio Dei, read scripture and 
stay close to an intentional missional community.    Her prayer for the times: 
         
      “Dear Lord. Be good to me. The sea is so large and our boat is so small”.    
  

We have no idea what lies ahead.  The challenge to the church is to stand up 
and lead. 
 
Rev. Dr. Duncan McLaren, St James’s Leith spoke on the challenge of secular-
ism.  

Like all the speakers (and as a sociologist) he reminded us that predictions are 
only part of what happens: History constantly surprises us. Edinburgh 1910 con-
ference on world mission was attended by white males from Europe. Their hori-
zons were shaped by their culture. They foresaw neither the worldwide growth of 
Pentecostalism which had begun Azuza Street 1906; nor the decline of Christian-
ity in Europe; nor the huge growth of Christianity in Africa (and most recently in 
China) nor the widespread developments of Roman Catholicism and Pentecostal-
ism in South America.     

Duncan saw no intellectual challenge to Christianity from secularism, atheism 
or humanism. He warned that the secular arena is not a neutral space. All religion 
is challenged there. Following the secularization of society Christianity is like a 
bird that has lost its’ natural habitat. There are fewer and fewer habitats of belief 
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now that Sunday School, Sabbath rest, 
army, hospital and school chaplains, 
daily worship and bible reading in 
school, marriage and burial from 
church and faith schools are all under 
threat from 24-7 work and leisure cul-
tures as well as from secularisation. 
Christianity has lost its institutional 
carrier. As a consequence Christianity 
has no plausibility structure.  

The solution?   A bird whose natu-
ral habitat is lost or destroyed has three 
options: 

Migration; Mutation; Reshape 
Habitat. S.E.C. can migrate to Africa 
and learn in humility from effective 
African churches. S.E.C. can mutate – 
adapting to environment by fresh ex-
pressions of church. S.E.C. could re-
shape the habitat - functioning primar-
ily on the radio TV & internet or via 
monastic communities.  

 
Margaret Raven 
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The Church Overseas 
Sunday October 3rd 2010 
 
It has been proposed by Vestry that we should 
have a Sunday dedicated to our participation in the 
activities of  the Church overseas and the date cho-
sen is October 3rd 2010. 

As Convener of the UK and Overseas Giving 
Committee I have been asked to facilitate some 
form of display or presentation in the Church Hall 
after the 10.0am Service. 

This will be a major item on the Agenda for the 
next meeting of the Committee but in the mean-
time I want to flag up the date October 3rd for 
your diary and also warmly invite any member of 
the Congregation to make suggestions to either 
myself or any member of the Committee (see be-
low) that will enable us to make this a day to re-
member and strengthen our commitment overseas. 

Ideas about displays, posters, artifacts, music 
and videos will be most welcome. 

If there any volunteer cooks out there I like to 
hear from them to explore the possibility of pro-
viding food and drink characteristic of the Coun-
tries with which we are associated. 
 

Howard Moody 
Committee: Susan Macdonald (Rector),  Gill David-

son, Sheila Baillie, Martha Pollard, Ceci Stephens, 
Andrew Lacey and Rob Johnson 
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Christ Church Morningside Book Club 
Tuesday 6 April:  Join us to discuss Saplings by Noel Streat-
field.  7.30pm at 76 Montpelier Park.  Contact number 
229 8676. 
The book we are reading for the May meeting is Consider 
the Lilies by Iain Crichton-Smith. 
All are welcome. 
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For Area Visitors and others involved in 
pastoral visiting at Christ Church 

 
 

Wednesdays 12 & 19 May  
7:30pm - 9:00pm 

in the Church Centre 
 
Sessions led by Joan Adam, Nurse Lecturer at St Columba’s Hospice 

and member of Christ Church  
 

For further information or to sign up, please contact Susan Macdonald or 
Anderson Jeremiah 
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The Joseph Project, Malawi 
From Gill Davidson 
 
This year we have completed our time of support for the Joseph Project, which is 
run by my cousin & her husband, who are missionaries in the southern part of 
Malawi.  Here is a quote from Caroline’s email, sent to our Christ Church treas-
urer, in October last year: 

 The Joseph Project has been able to set up feeding programmes for orphans, the 
elderly and the vulnerable during times of hunger, at one point we were feeding 
5,000 people a day, three times a week, in villages where there was no other aid – 
there are people alive today who, without your help, would not be with us today – 
thank you. 

We have also been able to provide blankets for those in need as well, and have 
managed to give a home to six orphans, who when they came to be with us were 
withdrawn and unloved.  They are now flourishing and it is a joy to see their happy 
faces - once again – thank you, for the love and compassion of Christ that you have 
shown through your generous giving. 

Last year Caroline & Julian moved, from Lilongwe, out into the country and 
recently obtained permission to start a farm nearby.  This is to enable the six 
children they have been caring for to have a livelihood when they become adults; 
there is also enough space to build a training centre for their church leaders.  

This photo of the six children was taken 
in February this year and shows, from left 
to right, in the front row Gift, Brenda & 
Femos; with Mathews, Paul & Lunia in the 
back row. (Caroline & Julian’s own two 
children are now at University in England.)  
I know how much they have appreciated 
our financial & prayer support over the past four years.  

Now we have another connection with Malawi as Ceci has joined the UK & 
Overseas Giving Committee.  
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