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Dear Friends

By the time you read this | hope the weather hasvied and the ground
cleared enough for us to glimpse some grass laaygsparen snowdrops, rather
than everything being covered in a blanket of snow.

There is no doubt the weather of recent weekauszsl@ great deal of incon-
venience for many people, and even a great fisafafsome! However it has,
| believe, also brought benefits and | thinktiues to say that no matter how
busy many of us may be, we have all had to slowsdmewhat — at least in
relation to the speed we walk about outside eralrivcars!

I hope when things return to “normal” we can ke&pof some of the good
things this enforced time of restraint has brodight to look out for one an-
other, exchange a word with a stranger on the efreeoritising what needs
done (instead of trying to do everything!), ofgnjgtying “having time” and not
filling it up with all kinds of things.

There is a widespread recognition of the need &rus to have time and
space to just “be” and here at Christ Churchywe facilitate this in a number
of ways. For instance during Open Church, aftenivp Prayer and before
Evening Prayer on weekdays and the weekly Juiamgnoem Wednesday eve-
nings, as well as our garden space around thé Cleatee which is widely used
by members of the community as well as church msembe

We also are involved with Cityspace, a charitydoita Edinburgh that is
rooted in a desire to encourage and help pedpke dity notice their desire for
space and enable them to access suitable reffentveand events in the city.
The reflective spaces currently being promotedtyspdte are wide ranging -
from the Big Chair in Royal Terrace, to the LabrimtGeorge Square to the
Seven Sacrament Room in the National Gallerypmoemtion times of quiet
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being offered by churches and other places of faitbu would like to know
more about this please check out their websitecityspace.org.uk, or have a
word with me as | act as one of the holding gooupd organisation.

| leave you with words from William L Shirer, areean journalist and his-
torian (1904-1993)

Most true happiness comes from one's inmmen lifeg efisposition of the mind
and soul. Admittedly, a good inner life is tiffiachieve, especially in these tryins
times. It takes reflection and contemplatiolfrdisdipbne.

With all good wishes,
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Malcolm Chalmers-Watson
2 February 1938 - 22 December 2009

Funeral Service 11th January 2010

Address given by Clare Fluet, Malcolm’s daughter

I would like to start by echoing Susan’s welcorear@/very aware that
many of you have travelled far and all of youhlaav® brave rather inclem-
ent weather to be here today, not least outsitlegviar us to greet you. We
are very pleased to have you here to join withsaying thank you for and
farewell to our father and my mother’s husband.

Irvine Malcolm Chalmers-Watson was born just ur@lgrears ago in a
nursing home a couple of miles from here. My fathet to school down
south in Sedburgh, and then went on to join the &AFranwell. He then
spent a number of years in first the United Statethen in Italy. However |
think it is fair to say that his heart was alwalgdinburgh and the Lothians.
It is therefore fitting that we are gathered loafg,a couple of miles from
where he was born, to bid him farewell.

My father has been described as a quiet gentléraais true, yet he was
also a man of great enthusiasms.. He playeddaimiantil fairly recently.
Music has been a constant motif in his life. Hg isaa number of choirs,
including with my mother in Christchurch choirrwany years. He would be
delighted to see so many of the choir here tatlayk-you. He also played
the piano and the organ to a rather respectaidarstaand filled our home
with music.
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One of his great passions was flying. He cama fiamily of fliers, both
his father and uncles were very much airplane ndelReaton Barns, the
family farm hosted the RAF during the Second Wéald It is perhaps un-
surprising then that my father, at Cranwell,ifétivie with flying. One of my
earliest memories of him is of sitting on a ratimely field that doubled up
as a runway, where he and a friend, Philip Grére; &ept a small plane. |
recall him trying to interest me in the pre-flggfety procedures before take
off. | rather suspect that an Enid Blyton bookgataather more compelling
to me. It has crossed my mind that perhaps oer fa#is a little disappointed
by the fact that none of his daughters learnt.tbléwever, all was well with
the arrival of Fred, who my father called ‘my der@d was a Staffordshire
Bull Terrier cross Labrador and he and my fatkat spst weekends for
many years at Kirknewton teaching the Air Cadetddhglide and, by all
accounts, had a ball. My father certainly lowaatitvould be delighted that
so many people from those days are here today.

My father’s other great love entered his lifeongtdfter flying. Elizabeth,
a Londoner, was up with her mother staying wittyfamEast Lothian, and
cousin John took her to a party in Gullane. Twesdatd a handful of hours
later my father had made up his mind and propbsedneetings later, and a
relationship conducted between Italy and Londew, wlere walking up the
aisle.

Our home was characterised by warmth and seédritye time | was
aware how privileged we were to live in such amiredc laughter filled
home. However it has taken me setting up a homg @fvn to start to ap-
preciate quite what a feat that is. In prepariad tas reminded of a story of
an old school friend of mine Alex Gourlay, whotdéfbyears ago was due to
come and stay with her sister in Edinburgh. Skiecasometime after 10pm
to find herself locked out of the flat. Undetesteel decided to go and visit
the C-Ws. She walked a couple of miles and aunlestalded, half an hour
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later, to be greeted by my father in his pyjantadrassing gown with the
words ‘Alex Gourlay, how nice to see you, | thinkevbeen expecting you.’

| have been reading my father’s RAF reports eviaisthweek. Three de-
scriptors in particular resonated. The first wisiasm, which | have al-
ready mentioned, the other two were hard workrandrly. These character-
istics have been reflected back a hundred folg tmptiner over the course of
their marriage, never more so than in the lastdass and | would like to
take this opportunity on behalf of my sistersytdhsenk you. My mother
describes my father as her rock. She was nastycheis.

I would like to finish by mentioning my fatherfseeof fun and humour.
My father’s jokes varied from the dry to the dwanebmy sisters and | gig-
gled and groaned at them in equal measure. Thienlastwas preparing a
speech in Edinburgh was for Teresa’s weddincatByafe my father was no
longer able to give speeches, so | asked himewbhaald like me to say. He
said, ‘I would like you to propose a toast to e prepared to take on the
Chalmers-Watson women!’

I, in my turn, on behalf of the Chalmers-Watson evgrizlizabeth, my-
self, Julia and Teresa would like to invite yoartee and join us at the Cale-
donian Hotel afterwards so that we can toast thevima made us what we
are today.

Reflection given by Susan Macdonald

There is very little | can say that will add toé€satribute to her father, or
to the vast treasure store of memories of Malcesanp within this gather-
ing today.

| first met Malcolm almost two and a half years lgad just moved into
the Rectory but had not yet officially started jahe' Looking out of my
bedroom window one sunny summer Monday afternsaw b small group
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of people working and chatting in the church garden

| felt drawn to go over and introduce myself -itamds perfect timing! —
for they were just about to sit down for a te&.briesat next to Malcolm on
the garden bench and we talked happily of marmgsthntiuding his love of
and pride in his “girls”. The lasting impressigot from that first encounter
was that Malcolm was a “gentle gentleman”.

Malcolm was someone who was prepared to help amithénswhatever
way he could Whether it be in manual labourlpirngeto knock the Rec-
tory or church gardens into shape, donating\bb lbower stands we see in
use here today and which were first used for'Clageding here at Christ
Church, or devotion expressed in countless whissfeonily and friends, it
seemed to me there had been a steadfastness albolm Khroughout the
years of life before | met him, and which wag#tiént even at that stage of
his illness.

Over my time here at Christ Church | could sedlnless taking an ever
increasing grip on Malcolm, particularly over #s¢ year. | was privileged
on many occasions to sit by his bedside, maswatiteElizabeth, his “first
girl” and constant companion, there too.

Over this time Malcolm became less and less admtaunicate, or at
least in the conventional ways, but it was cleae tthat for Malcolm and
Elizabeth the steadfastness of the faith in wigglshared and the steadfast-
ness of the love between them was never diminighdd could see in
many ways remained fruitful for both of them timtilvery end.

We have come together today to remember with g¢iringsall that Mal-
colm meant to each one of us and to commend hine tcare of Almighty
God. The God whose steadfast love never ceateadfast love mirrored in
Malcolm throughout his life among us.

May he rest in peace.
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Faith in Dialogue:
Christian-Muslim Relations

Sermon given by Professor Hugh Goddard, Sunday 13tt
December 2009

Readings: Zephaniah 3:14-20, Philippians 4:4e73.17tk8 + Psalm 146:4-10

Four times a year, | understand, sermons at Christh address a contempo-
rary issue, under the general title of ‘Faith eloBue’, and today’s topic,
‘Christian-Muslim Relations’, could hardly be ncorgemporary or significant.
It is also a difficult, and sensitive, topic, hewewo the remarks that follow are
very much a starter for discussion, rather thantlaaoritative pronouncement on
the topic.

In looking at Christian-Muslim Relations, we ap&ihg at the relationship
between the world’s two largest religious comesynitith around a third of the
world’s population today being Christian, and dyuglguarter being Muslim.
Put the two together, therefore, and we are dedlimgapproximately seven
twelfths of the people in the world today. Waelaelooking at the two largest
religious communities in the UK, with around 3%hefpopulation of the UK
now being Muslim, the figure for Scotland beingujuder 1%, and the figure
for Edinburgh being a little higher, around 1.5%.

There are many ways in which the relationship dretivese two communi-
ties could be approached, and | am going to apptdamugh two key words,
similarity and difference. We will look firstlb&iadifference, because this is in a
sense easy. One major difference is simplatddddy the introduction to this
sermon, ‘May | speak in the name of God, Fathera8d Holy Spirit’, as this
immediately points to a major difference betweetwth traditions: both Chris-
tians and Muslims are monotheists, but they hgwdifferent understandings of
monotheism. Christians have a Trinitarian undelis of monotheism. This
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is still monotheism, not tri-theism in other wolds,it does involve the idea of
three persons in one God. Muslims, like Jewsnbgst, have a strict Unitarian
view of God, with no hint of a plurality of persons

Secondly, I am standing in the pulpit next to Ahhigignificant Christian
symbol, the cross, which is another focus ofediffeibetween Christians and
Muslims. Christians believe that Jesus died ano$s for a purpose, namely to
bring salvation, deliverance from sin and thefgiternal life, through a form of
sacrifice. The Christian conviction is then tleatvas raised from the dead on
the third day, and on the fortieth day he asceodee with God. Most Mus-
lims, by contrast, believe that he was not cdjaifither he was miraculously
delivered from the cross, and taken up to be withrStead of being crucified.
He ascended, in other words, but with no deathresdrection beforehand.
This, therefore, is another highly significardrdifice.

There are also, however, some similarities baeheeewmo traditions, some
common ground, and it is particularly approprfeethese should be discussed
in the season of Advent, when Christians prepammtmemorate the birth of
Jesus and also reflect on his second comindfututiee Advent is the time for
reflecting, in other words, on the two comings apasfuture, of Jesus.

These two themes also represent two importardargies! with Islam and
Muslims, for Muslims too believe in the miracubaumeeption and birth of Je-
sus, which is described in some detail of Ch&otértiie Muslim scripture, the
Qur’an, which is entitled ‘Mary’, and Mary, indisettie only woman mentioned
by name in the Qur'an. The story is differentamyrdetails from the story as it
is told in the New Testament, so that there i@s&ph, no census, and no Beth-
lehem, and it is also radically different in teypretation as Christians believe
that the miraculous conception and birth of Jegtlsno human father, is testi-
mony that he is the Son of God. Muslims denyithgssimply in act of God,
rather like the creation of Adam, who of coursetdadiman father or mother.
So the miraculous conception and birth of Jeaffsrised by Muslims, but it is
interpreted as pointing to the fact that he isophet of God, not the Son of
God, and Mary is a model of obedience to God,atalrnty not, as she is de-
scribed by some Christians, the ‘mother of God'.
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John the Baptist, whose work is described in setaikid today’s Gospel
reading, is also referred to in the Qur'an, amaobhie described as a prophet. As
Luke tells the story, indeed, John the Baptistasmderful example of a prophet,
in the sense of someone who tells his audiencersmndortable truths. He
does not mince his words, according to Luke: Mod bf vipers! Who warned
you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruitbidfits repentance ... Every
tree that does not bear fruit is cut down, andvtinioto the fire.” The audience
will, I am sure, have sat up and taken note! eltsthmic tradition, both John
and Jesus are prophets, and the stories of tleptmnand birth of each of
them are told in the Qur’an, even if they are m®tsame in every detail as the
stories in the gospel according to Luke.

There is some similarity, then, between the @hriatid Islamic traditions
with respect to the first coming of Jesus. Adatoilarity is then that most
Muslims also believe that Jesus will come adhietwrn, as mentioned in our
epistle: ‘The Lord is at hand’ (Phil 4:5). Mushwold this belief not on the basis
of the Qur’an this time, but rather on the badisadition, the later development
of Islamic thought, and it is interesting to see this tradition grew up. The
detail, again, is different in the two traditiamshat for Muslims Jesus will not
return as judge, as in the Christian traditionydier as warner that the end of
human history is near, the time when God will judiges still interesting, how-
ever, that it is Jesus who fulfils this role inmi&erity opinion of the Muslim
community.

We have seen, therefore, that there are signififarénces between Chris-
tians and Muslims, particularly the Trinity anddheifixion of Jesus. There are
also, however, significant similarities, parfigtker miraculous conception and
birth of Jesus and the idea of Jesus’ return atfsture point. The interpreta-
tion of these two themes also differs, in thafidistims the miraculous concep-
tion and birth of Jesus does not mean that he 8ot of God, and his return as
warner at the end of time does not mean thatdméris; rather he is still a hu-
man warner. But there is still some common ground.

One practical consequence of all of this is tdae# not mean that Muslims
do not celebrate Christmas, or wish to stop @Gmsstrom celebrating Christ-
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mas. Muslims will not celebrate it in the samesv&hristians, and most Mus-
lims are pretty uneasy about many aspects ofyti@&hvistmas is celebrated in
the modern West, in terms of commercialisatiom@mslimerism, in very much
the same way as these things are of concern tcChrestyans. But because
Muslims respect Jesus as a prophet, and shasevicgon of his miraculous
conception and birth, there is no reason for Msiglioh to celebrate this, and
most Muslims are very happy for Christmas to éderateld, and indeed encour-
age Christians to celebrate it properly. Theoreigommunity which finds
Christmas problematic is the Jewish communityfoanduslims it is Good Fri-
day and Easter which are problematic, rather tiréstraas.

There are many other similarities between ChsistrahMuslims too. One
shared concern can be seen in the Psalm whialgveadiar (Ps 146), with its
concern for justice for the oppressed, and fotdipdpdhe interests of the widow
and the fatherless or orphan. This is a prontimemee in the Qur'an too, so is a
concern which Christians share with Muslims, aocdup§e with Jews too. This
is an area of similarity, in other words, betwie#&mee monotheistic faiths, all
three traditions which trace their ancestry badakifferent ways, to Abraham.
For Christians and Muslims in particular, howetiere are important differ-
ences — the Trinity and the crucifixion of Jesug alongside those differences
are important similarities, especially concernmenfirst coming of Jesus (and also
of John the Baptist), and the second coming aftdesu

Professor Hugh Goddard

Christ Church Morningside Book Club

Tuesday 2 February: The book chosen for discisSioa
House by the Dvibg Eugenie Frazer and we will meet af 32
Midmar Gardens at 7.30pm. Contact number 447 38\16.
are welcome.

Watch the weekly notice sheet for details of tmehMidle
and venue or ring 477 9865.
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