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Dear Friends 
 

By the time you read this I hope the weather has improved and the ground 
cleared enough for us to glimpse some grass and perhaps even snowdrops, rather 
than everything being covered in a blanket of snow.  

There is no doubt the weather of recent weeks has caused a great deal of incon-
venience for many people, and even a great deal of fun for some!  However it has, 
I believe, also brought benefits and  I think it is true to say that no matter how 
busy many of us may be,  we have all had to slow down somewhat – at least in 
relation to the speed we walk about outside or drive our cars!     

I hope when things return to “normal”  we can keep hold of  some of the good 
things this enforced time of restraint has brought. Time to look out for one an-
other, exchange a word with a stranger on the street, of prioritising what needs 
done (instead of trying to do everything!), of just enjoying “having time” and not 
filling it up with all kinds of things.    

There is a widespread recognition of the need for all of us to have time and 
space to just “be”  and here at Christ Church we try to facilitate this in a number 
of ways.  For instance during Open Church, after Morning Prayer and before 
Evening Prayer on weekdays and the weekly Julian meeting on Wednesday eve-
nings, as well as our garden space around the Church Centre which is widely used 
by members of the community as well as church members.  

We also are involved with Cityspace, a charity located in Edinburgh that is 
rooted in a desire to encourage and help people in the city notice their desire for 
space and enable them to access suitable reflective space and events in the city.  
The reflective spaces currently being promoted by Cityspace are wide ranging - 
from the Big Chair in Royal Terrace, to the Labrynth in George Square to the 
Seven Sacrament Room in the National Gallery, not to mention times of quiet 
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being offered by churches and other places of faith.  If you would like to know 
more about this please check out their website, www.cityspace.org.uk, or have a 
word with me as I act as one of the holding group for the organisation.    

I leave you with words from William L Shirer, an American journalist and his-
torian (1904-1993) 

Most true happiness comes from one's inner life, from the disposition of the mind 
and soul. Admittedly, a good inner life is difficult to achieve, especially in these trying 
times. It takes reflection and contemplation and self-discipline. 

 
With all good wishes, 
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Address given by Clare Fluet, Malcolm’s daughter 
 
I would like to start by echoing Susan’s welcome. We are very aware that 

many of you have travelled far and all of you have had to brave rather inclem-
ent weather to be here today, not least outside waiting for us to greet you.  We 
are very pleased to have you here to join with us in saying thank you for and 
farewell to our father and my mother’s husband. 

Irvine Malcolm Chalmers-Watson was born just under 72 years ago in a 
nursing home a couple of miles from here. My father went to school down 
south in Sedburgh, and then went on to join the RAF at Cranwell. He then 
spent a number of years in first the United States and then in Italy. However I 
think it is fair to say that his heart was always in Edinburgh and the Lothians. 
It is therefore fitting that we are gathered here, only a couple of miles from 
where he was born, to bid him farewell. 

My father has been described as a quiet gentleman. That is true, yet he was 
also a man of great enthusiasms.. He played tennis daily until fairly recently. 
Music has been a constant motif in his life. He sang in a number of choirs, 
including with my mother in Christchurch choir for many years. He would be 
delighted to see so many of the choir here today – thank you.  He also played 
the piano and the organ to a rather respectable standard and filled our home 
with music. 

Malcolm Chalmers-Watson 
2 February 1938 - 22 December 2009 

Funeral Service 11th January 2010 



���������	
�
�

11 www.christchurchmorningside.co.uk 

One of his great passions was flying. He came from a family of fliers, both 
his father and uncles were very much airplane men and Fenton Barns, the 
family farm hosted the RAF during the Second World War. It is perhaps un-
surprising then that my father, at Cranwell, fell in love with flying. One of my 
earliest memories of him is of sitting on a rather windy field that doubled up 
as a runway, where he and a friend, Philip Grant-Suttie, kept a small plane. I 
recall him trying to interest me in the pre-flight safety procedures before take 
off. I rather suspect that an Enid Blyton book proved rather more compelling 
to me. It has crossed my mind that perhaps our father was a little disappointed 
by the fact that none of his daughters learnt to fly. However, all was well with 
the arrival of Fred, who my father called  ‘my son’.  Fred was a Staffordshire 
Bull Terrier cross Labrador and he and my father spent most weekends for 
many years at Kirknewton teaching the Air Cadets how to glide and, by all 
accounts, had a ball.  My father certainly loved it and would be delighted that 
so many people from those days are here today. 

My father’s other great love entered his life not long after flying.  Elizabeth, 
a Londoner, was up with her mother staying with family, in East Lothian, and 
cousin John took her to a party in Gullane. Two dates and a handful of hours 
later my father had made up his mind and proposed. Ten meetings later, and a 
relationship conducted between Italy and London, they were walking up the 
aisle.  

Our home was characterised by warmth and security. At the time I was 
aware how privileged we were to live in such a welcoming, laughter filled 
home.  However it has taken me setting up a home of my own to start to ap-
preciate quite what a feat that is. In preparing this I was reminded of a story of 
an old school friend of mine Alex Gourlay, who about 20 years ago was due to 
come and stay with her sister in Edinburgh. She arrived sometime after 10pm 
to find herself locked out of the flat. Undeterred she decided to go and visit 
the C-Ws. She walked a couple of miles and arrived, unheralded, half an hour 
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later, to be greeted by my father in his pyjamas and dressing gown with the 
words ‘Alex Gourlay, how nice to see you, I think we’ve been expecting you.’ 

I have been reading my father’s RAF reports over the last week. Three de-
scriptors in particular resonated. The first was enthusiasm, which I have al-
ready mentioned, the other two were hard work and bravery. These character-
istics have been reflected back a hundred fold by my mother over the course of 
their marriage, never more so than in the last few years and I would like to 
take this opportunity on behalf of my sisters to say thank you.  My mother 
describes my father as her rock.  She was most certainly his. 

I would like to finish by mentioning my father’s sense of fun and humour. 
My father’s jokes varied from the dry to the surreal and my sisters and I gig-
gled and groaned at them in equal measure. The last time I was preparing a 
speech in Edinburgh was for Teresa’s wedding. By that stage my father was no 
longer able to give speeches, so I asked him what he would like me to say. He 
said, ‘I would like you to propose a toast to the men prepared to take on the 
Chalmers-Watson women!’ 

I, in my turn, on behalf of the Chalmers-Watson women, Elizabeth, my-
self, Julia and Teresa would like to invite you to come and join us at the Cale-
donian Hotel afterwards so that we can toast the man who made us what we 
are today. 

Reflection given by Susan Macdonald 
 
There is very little I can say that will add to Claire's tribute to her father, or 

to the vast treasure store of memories of Malcolm present within this gather-
ing today. 

I first met Malcolm almost two and a half years ago.  I had just moved into 
the Rectory but had not yet officially started "the job."   Looking out of my 
bedroom window one sunny summer Monday afternoon I saw a small group 
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of people working and chatting in the church garden.    
I felt drawn to go over and introduce myself – and it was perfect timing! – 

for they were just about to sit down for a tea break.  I sat next to Malcolm on 
the garden bench and we talked happily of many things, including his love of 
and pride in his “girls”.  The lasting impression I got from that first encounter 
was that Malcolm was a “gentle gentleman”.   

Malcolm was someone who was prepared to help others out in whatever 
way he could   Whether it be in manual labour in helping to knock the Rec-
tory or church gardens into shape,  donating the lovely flower stands we see in 
use here today and which were first used for Claire's wedding here at Christ 
Church, or devotion expressed in countless ways to his family and friends, it 
seemed to me there had been a steadfastness about Malcolm throughout the 
years of life before I met him, and which was still evident even at that stage of 
his illness.    

Over my time here at Christ Church  I could see the illness taking an ever 
increasing grip on Malcolm, particularly over the past year.   I was privileged 
on many occasions  to sit by his bedside, most often with Elizabeth, his “first 
girl” and constant companion,  there too.    

Over this time Malcolm became less and less able to communicate, or at 
least in the conventional ways, but it was clear to me that for Malcolm and 
Elizabeth the steadfastness of the faith in which they shared and the steadfast-
ness of the  love between them was never diminished,  and I could see  in 
many  ways remained fruitful for both of them until the very end. 

We have come together today to remember with thanksgiving all that Mal-
colm meant to each one of us and to commend him to the care of Almighty 
God.  The God whose steadfast love never ceases – a steadfast love mirrored in 
Malcolm throughout his life among us. 

 
    May he rest in peace. 



���������	
�
�

14 www.christchurchmorningside.co.uk 



���������	
�
�

15 www.christchurchmorningside.co.uk 



���������	
�
�

16 www.christchurchmorningside.co.uk 

 �	�!""#������
����������
�
�������
����������

�
<	� 	���<,�� ���5� ����"!���3���*� ��� �� � �� ����� � �		� � ����� ��� /��"�"!�����

<��������������	���������!��
����������%��	�*�
���� "�	
����� �����	
���������������� �
	���$����
�	����	
���%�����	�	
����H��������"�I
�1� 0��������	���������	��
	��	
����	�
	���#�
��A
  ���� 
��	��� �� � ���� ���"� .���	� ��		���� � ��� 	��� �
��	� ����� �� � �B�
	
���
 �$���%"��	������	�����	�������#""�����������8�
��
 �����������"�������
 ��	
���
��
�4
	
���
�""��
	�������
�����%��������%�������� ������ "���	�	�������	����	����
	����

8������
���!�����	�����%%��	��
	�� ��
���	��������	 �� 
������	�����	�������	���#�
��
A
  ����
��	����� �����
��
�	�
������"���!��
�$��$�  �
��	��	���	������

6�����
��� 	��� ����	
���� �� � �	� 	��� !�
���$��	���"�� 	
��� ������
��� 	���<,�*� 	���
������
���%��%������������	� �����%%�
�	� �	��	���� �%��
	
��������3���7��
�
�

$������!"%"�
�
+��	����� �
��
�� � ��������� ���� �� � ��B����
�
���
A���+�%�����	�	
$�� � .���
��+
	��
�� � ����	� �������� �����
���%��D��=�� ��� � <������0����� � ����	� ����������
+��	��D��=�� ��� � I
�1�0����� � � �%%�
�	� �!��+��	���
�

���������������� �
)����	��+�"����� � ��� ��%%�
�	� �8���������� +�	
���� $��	���3����
+�!
������
�� � � ��� ��%%�
�	� �6��	���� +�	
����$��	� ��3����
.����,����� � � ��� ��%%�
�	� ������	����� +�	
����$��	 ���3����
+�!�.�������� � � � � � +�	
����3����
������,� ����� � � � � � +�	
����3��3�
����� ���� �� � � � � � +�	
����3��3�
.��&�
���
�1��	��� � � � � � +�	
����3��(�
+����I������ � � � � � � +�	
����3��(�
�



���������	
�
�

17 www.christchurchmorningside.co.uk 

$������&
���������!"%"�
�
�	�� 
���
�""
		��� � � ��������� ���� �����$������
6
�������� �< "
����""
		��� � )����	��+�"��������$�� ���� �
���%��	��
�""
		��� � � +�!
������
������$������

�""��
��	
����
�""
		���� � I
�1�0���������$������
J)��� �;$�������,
$
���
�""
		��� ����� ���� ������$ ������
�

������� ���	��	� ���� ��� 	��� �!�$�� ���� "���� 
����"�	
� �� ��� 
�� ���� �
��� 	�� ��
��� ��
"�		�������	����%%��%�
�	����""
		����

�

=�� ���� 
�� 	��� %������� ��� ���"
��� �� ��$
�� � ����	
	� 	
��� ���� 
��
�	� 
������ �� �
	����� �
��� ��� �%%��	��
	�� 	�� !�� 
�$��$� � 
�� 	�
��%� ������ �$��� 	��� ��B	� ����"��	����
8�
���
���!��
���
����
	��	���"� �������	
	�	
���
� 	�� ��� �!��	������		
���#%
���%���

������	��������"�	����������
	�������� �;��
������ 	������		
���
���
	
���+�����	�����

�

����������	��	��������	������
���!�������
��������$ ������"�		������
����������� �
�
1��	����
����������"����
����"�	
����������	����� $�����������
��
�	�
���������1���
K��	����
���"��	����5������
����%��������$���
��	�� ���� ��� ��
���3����� �



���������	
�
�

18 www.christchurchmorningside.co.uk 

�"��������"��������"��������"�������� ���
!�
�����1��"��.!�
�����1��"��.!�
�����1��"��.!�
�����1��"��.�

�
��()�2���$��
����	
��
�
��%��	
��$��
��%��3��  

��
�-('4�$�-5)4��
���!�
�"�������

6%)�+���'��

������6'�
#��4$���

�

7
�
����"�����+��������
8
���
*
.���
����
�"��
�

�

9
�"�
���
�
�
��3�:�
��;�<����
=
��
����#���>�7�

��

�

3
��"����
?����3�",�����

�

!����"��
<����=
��
��
��'��5%)� �

�

!��
�����.����
"����"��"�
�"��
�++�"
�+������
�

��+���������

����	���	�� ������	
�

�

�

�
!�����" �

���������	
���
��	�����

�	���
������	�	�

 ����!��!�����"��#�
�������

	

#��$��"������	��%	

&$$��"�����	�$	!�����" �

�����������	
���
��	�����

�����
������	�	�

$���!��%��!�&�������'��
�&����
� �����
�

	

��%%���	

�����������	
���
�����	��
��
����

���"���������		��

������������
����(��
���)�����

�

��������	

����������	�����
��������

�*�!�"���������		��

��������(�

���!���
������	�	�

��������'!������+)����
�

��
����
������	�	�

��!
�'��
��



���������	
�
�

19 www.christchurchmorningside.co.uk 

+,�-�#�������%������%���
��
�

���� ���� �
��� �
������� 	������ ���� ��		
����� ��
�� 
�� ��
���� ���
�
���� ��� �!��/

��
�����1������
��
����������������
���������
���
� ��
���346��������
���	������	�

���/����
�
�� ���
�
���� ��� ��
�
�
��� ��
���� ��	��� � ' �� 
��� ��
������ ��� ������ ����

��
!�� 	����� ��� ���
��� ������� 
�� ��
�� �
��� 
��� �
��
 ���
���� ���0���� 
����� 
��

�������"� ����������������
!����	�����	� ��������
��� ������������ ���� ����� �������

��������

�

%��7448�����������
���������
������
!������
!������ 
�
���9�

������ ��
��9 � ��
�� ��
������� �
���� ��
�
��� ������ ������� ���� ��� � �	��� �����


����
��������
����#23:4$�

�����
��� ��������� -����9 � ��
�� 
�� 
� ���
�� ��������� ��
��� ���� 
��� ��� �����
�� ��

�
����
��*����
�����%���
���������������������	
1�� �������
��	�����#23:4$�

���� ����	�
��� -���
��9� � '�� ���������� ��� ���� 
���
��� ���� ���� ��
��
�����

#;�!�� 
��
����
��������
��
���
�������
��

������� �
�������	����$�#2<44$�

���� ���
��

�� ��������
�� ��� -�
�
��9 � ���
��� ������� �
�� 
� �������
��� �
���

��-�
������������
��,� ���
���
���;�
���������
���� �
��������
������"��
���

����������#23:4$�

���
��������������"��	����9 ���
���������
��!����
�!��!���
������
���!
��
	��

�������������������
���=�����
�������������������	� 
����
���#2344$�

�

���
��� ������� 
���� �
!��� ��� >?� ��
�
�
��� �������� �� ��

�� �������
����� � ����

;��"� ������ =� 0����
	��� �����
��� �����
���� ���	� ���� ������� ���
��	
�� ������/

�
���� =� �
��� ��
�� ���� 	����� ����� ��� �
��� ��
���� @�� �
��� ������ =� ���� < ���

A��������"��0��-
�!������
����
��������������� 
��
 ���������
	���������������

���� *
�� �
��� ���!
���� 
�� ���� ��
�� B
������ ������� �� ��
!�� 
� 	������� ���
�
���

���	�C���������2744��

����>?�=�D!����
��)
!
��� ��		
����� �����	��� ������� 
���E� 
�������� 
�� 
��

�
���������������������	
���������
���������������� �(�

�

)
���*
!
�����



���������	
�
�

20 www.christchurchmorningside.co.uk 

Readings: Zephaniah 3:14-20, Philippians 4:4-7, Luke 3:7-18 + Psalm 146:4-10 
 
 
Four times a year, I understand, sermons at Christ Church address a contempo-
rary issue, under the general title of ‘Faith in Dialogue’, and today’s topic, 
‘Christian-Muslim Relations’, could hardly be more contemporary or significant.  
It is also a difficult, and sensitive, topic, however, so the remarks that follow are 
very much a starter for discussion, rather than an authoritative pronouncement on 
the topic. 

In looking at Christian-Muslim Relations, we are looking at the relationship 
between the world’s two largest religious communities, with around a third of the 
world’s population today being Christian, and roughly a quarter being Muslim.  
Put the two together, therefore, and we are dealing with approximately seven 
twelfths of the people in the world today.  We are also looking at the two largest 
religious communities in the UK, with around 3% of the population of the UK 
now being Muslim, the figure for Scotland being just under 1%, and the figure 
for Edinburgh being a little higher, around 1.5%. 

There are many ways in which the relationship between these two communi-
ties could be approached, and I am going to approach it through two key words, 
similarity and difference.  We will look first of all at difference, because this is in a 
sense easy.  One major difference is simply illustrated by the introduction to this 
sermon, ‘May I speak in the name of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit’, as this 
immediately points to a major difference between the two traditions: both Chris-
tians and Muslims are monotheists, but they have very different understandings of 
monotheism.  Christians have a Trinitarian understanding of monotheism.  This 

Faith in Dialogue: 

Christian-Muslim Relations 
 
Sermon given by Professor Hugh Goddard, Sunday 13th 
December 2009 
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is still monotheism, not tri-theism in other words, but it does involve the idea of 
three persons in one God.  Muslims, like Jews, by contrast, have a strict Unitarian 
view of God, with no hint of a plurality of persons. 

Secondly, I am standing in the pulpit next to a highly significant Christian 
symbol, the cross, which is another focus of difference between Christians and 
Muslims.  Christians believe that Jesus died on the cross, for a purpose, namely to 
bring salvation, deliverance from sin and the gift of eternal life, through a form of 
sacrifice.  The Christian conviction is then that he was raised from the dead on 
the third day, and on the fortieth day he ascended to be with God.  Most Mus-
lims, by contrast, believe that he was not crucified; rather he was miraculously 
delivered from the cross, and taken up to be with God instead of being crucified.  
He ascended, in other words, but with no death and resurrection beforehand.  
This, therefore, is another highly significant difference. 

There are also, however, some similarities between the two traditions, some 
common ground, and it is particularly appropriate that these should be discussed 
in the season of Advent, when Christians prepare to commemorate the birth of 
Jesus and also reflect on his second coming in the future.  Advent is the time for 
reflecting, in other words, on the two comings, past and future, of Jesus.   

These two themes also represent two important similarities with Islam and 
Muslims, for Muslims too believe in the miraculous conception and birth of Je-
sus, which is described in some detail of Chapter 19 of the Muslim scripture, the 
Qur’an, which is entitled ‘Mary’, and Mary, indeed is the only woman mentioned 
by name in the Qur’an.  The story is different in many details from the story as it 
is told in the New Testament, so that there is no Joseph, no census, and no Beth-
lehem, and it is also radically different in its interpretation as Christians believe 
that the miraculous conception and birth of Jesus, with no human father, is testi-
mony that he is the Son of God.  Muslims deny this; it is simply in act of God, 
rather like the creation of Adam, who of course had no human father or mother.   
So the miraculous conception and birth of Jesus is affirmed by Muslims, but it is 
interpreted as pointing to the fact that he is a prophet of God, not the Son of 
God, and Mary is a model of obedience to God, and certainly not, as she is de-
scribed by some Christians, the ‘mother of God’. 
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John the Baptist, whose work is described in some detail in today’s Gospel 
reading, is also referred to in the Qur’an, and he too is described as a prophet.  As 
Luke tells the story, indeed, John the Baptist is a wonderful example of a prophet, 
in the sense of someone who tells his audience some uncomfortable truths.  He 
does not mince his words, according to Luke: ‘You brood of vipers!  Who warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come?  Bear fruit that befits repentance … Every 
tree that does not bear fruit is cut down, and thrown into the fire.’  The audience 
will, I am sure, have sat up and taken note!  In the Islamic tradition, both John 
and Jesus are prophets, and the stories of the conception and birth of each of 
them are told in the Qur’an, even if they are not the same in every detail as the 
stories in the gospel according to Luke. 

There is some similarity, then, between the Christian and Islamic traditions 
with respect to the first coming of Jesus.  A second similarity is then that most 
Muslims also believe that Jesus will come again, will return, as mentioned in our 
epistle: ‘The Lord is at hand’ (Phil 4:5).  Muslims hold this belief not on the basis 
of the Qur’an this time, but rather on the basis of tradition, the later development 
of Islamic thought, and it is interesting to see how this tradition grew up.  The 
detail, again, is different in the two traditions, in that for Muslims Jesus will not 
return as judge, as in the Christian tradition, but rather as warner that the end of 
human history is near, the time when God will judge.  It is still interesting, how-
ever, that it is Jesus who fulfils this role in the majority opinion of the Muslim 
community. 

We have seen, therefore, that there are significant differences between Chris-
tians and Muslims, particularly the Trinity and the crucifixion of Jesus.  There are 
also, however, significant similarities, particularly the miraculous conception and 
birth of Jesus and the idea of Jesus’ return at some future point.  The interpreta-
tion of these two themes also differs, in that for Muslims the miraculous concep-
tion and birth of Jesus does not mean that he is the Son of God, and his return as 
warner at the end of time does not mean that he is divine; rather he is still a hu-
man warner.  But there is still some common ground. 

One practical consequence of all of this is that it does not mean that Muslims 
do not celebrate Christmas, or wish to stop Christians from celebrating Christ-
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Christ Church Morningside Book Club 
Tuesday 2 February: The book chosen for discussion is The 
House by the Dvina by Eugenie Frazer and we will meet at 32 
Midmar Gardens at 7.30pm.  Contact number 447 3976.  All 
are welcome. 
Watch the weekly notice sheet for details of the March title 
and venue or ring 477 9865. 

mas.  Muslims will not celebrate it in the same way as Christians, and most Mus-
lims are pretty uneasy about many aspects of the way Christmas is celebrated in 
the modern West, in terms of commercialisation and consumerism, in very much 
the same way as these things are of concern to many Christians.  But because 
Muslims respect Jesus as a prophet, and share the conviction of his miraculous 
conception and birth, there is no reason for Muslims not to celebrate this, and 
most Muslims are very happy for Christmas to be celebrated, and indeed encour-
age Christians to celebrate it properly.  The religious community which finds 
Christmas problematic is the Jewish community, and for Muslims it is Good Fri-
day and Easter which are problematic, rather than Christmas. 

There are many other similarities between Christians and Muslims too.  One 
shared concern can be seen in the Psalm which we sang earlier (Ps 146), with its 
concern for justice for the oppressed, and for upholding the interests of the widow 
and the fatherless or orphan.  This is a prominent theme in the Qur’an too, so is a 
concern which Christians share with Muslims, and of course with Jews too.  This 
is an area of similarity, in other words, between all three monotheistic faiths, all 
three traditions which trace their ancestry back, in different ways, to Abraham.  
For Christians and Muslims in particular, however, there are important differ-
ences – the Trinity and the crucifixion of Jesus – but alongside those differences 
are important similarities, especially concerning the first coming of Jesus (and also 
of John the Baptist), and the second coming of Jesus too. 

 
Professor Hugh Goddard 
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