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Dear Friends

One of my favourite books of the Bible is the [Eets¢r of Peter. Why?

Imagine you are living around the year 64AD, a sreohlone of the various
small churches dispersed throughout Asia MinanesTare hard for you and
your fellow Christian as you endure times of pémgcand then a letter arrives
from Peter. You come together with other Chiésiiayour locality, possibly in
secret, and listen carefully as the letter itorgad. A letter which brings words
encouraging you to steadfastness and persewearioglee midst of suffering,
calling you to the practical duties of a holydifie of counsel to pastors and
people.

You hear words that stay with you through thicktlsind They are words
which can and should be as significant for ugpmalil Christians today. There
are so many verses | would like to list here,amatlimiting myself to only one
guotation! However, when you can, please sit @atvryour Bible and read
aloud the whole of the Letter. It doesn’t takg tordo so, but | promise you the
impact will be long lasting.

So for the purpose of this letter my chosen aeeses

“But you are a chosen race, a royal priestblyodaton, God’s own
people,* in order that you may proclaim the antghty him who
called you out of darkness into his marvetlo@nlghyou were not a
people, but now you are God's people; once naiurdeeived
mercy, but now you have received mercy.” (§&% B, &€10)

You, the people of the dispersipoy, the people of Christ Church are a cho-
sen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, ®udis people in order
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We had a wonderful weekend here at the beginnivmefwhen Elizabeth
Koepping was ordained to the priesthood and tbeifay day celebrated at the
Sung Eucharist. The sermons preached at batlesevere, each in their own
way, a re-calling to the essence of the natupeaatide of priesthood. You can
find these sermons printed elsewhere in this n@galping with photographs
taken during the weekend.

However as the First Letter of Peter so cledlity e we arall called to
share in and live out the priestly ministry. drdained, yes, are entrusted with
certain tasks, but they are primarily there tonbedal and reminder to all of us
that we are God’s own people, all members ofyillepréesthood...... in order
that we may, in our worship and daily lives, bit@ess to the God “who called
us out of darkness into his marvellous light.”

Blessings,

Strawberry Tea
Saturday 7th August
3 pm - 4.30pm

Congregational Away Dai'
Saturday 2nd Octobel
A trip for all ages to the Border towns of Meandeledburghl

More details to foIIow:
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Holy Spirit Fall Afresh On Us

From Anderson Jeremiah

Very often in our tradition, we might see a warsigg, ‘handle with care’,
when we talk about ‘Holy Spirit’. Holy Spirit ilenfassociated with confusion
and disorder, but also freedom and excitementilémdf | had to share from
my experience, the ‘main line’ churches verytbiitdrthat Holy Spirit is a pri-
vate property of a particular denomination! Beofssaeh attitudes the wonder-
ful experience of the first disciples is oftermhusthe work of Holy Spirit gets
marginalised! But every year in our Christiandealé¢me Day of Pentecost re-
minds us of, a new creation, another incarnatitmywnd blowing and tongues
of fire falling, and the amazing experience disgéadifferent languages! God
breaking into the whole creation to continue th& wibuilding up a just and
faithful community! An extraordinary event indeed!

Unlike other events of God’s spirit in the Bibléchvwas reserved for few,
the Pentecost experience is for everyone andgtatgiosen few, which gave
birth to the Church! The Holy Spirit was fallingmmot just the disciples, gath-
ered in a room, not just the holiest or the makfifhor the most learned, not
just the believers, not just those who were \gitis d@ the road or witnesses to
his Resurrection, but all flesh, male and femdlend young, slave and free,
everybody received the Holy Spirit, everybodynwtediand included in this
new birth of the Church. As one biblical schotanneis this event, “Pentecost is
no inner mystical experience, but an outpourir@odfs energy that touches
every life present; it was truly a shared exgérienc

It is also important to observe Peter, he doggeragive God’s doing in ad-
vance but discovers as it happens and unfoldsliffties an important aspect
of discipleship, it is not laid out in front ofassa blueprint, but we had to dis-
cover God'’s plan as we go! Because of their apiienidsly Spirit was able to
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convert the small group of terrified disciplesantommunity of believers and
empowered them to become the Church! In his beaaklif®) the Bible Again
for the First Time, Marcus Borg writes, “The corointpe Spirit is the reversal
of Babel, the beginning of the reunion of the huwoammunity”. If | had to add
to it, it is the new beginning of a new respoitgiag Christians and disciples of
Jesus Christ!

The Holy Spirit facilitates both continuity andatikéty to the ministry of the
disciples! Being relevant and open to the challehgar times! Moreover, the
importance and wonder of Pentecost could be fdbrstood only in the light
of the arrest, humiliating trial, brutal execudod marvellous resurrection of
Jesus! Pentecost comes to remind us that we thaeemabandoned. The Pen-
tecost also carries the memory of the biblicldelMaar, were freedom and new
life is brought to the slave life!

In what ways we might experience this Pentecdst®akieg back at the
Pentecost event, what is our response to redbw&vigit of God in the Holy
Spirit? What the passage suggests is that omseesponot be one of passive
recipients, but need for an active participatiadharyift. This gift is active and
changes the way we live in the world and withraritbea. The presence and
work of the Holy Spirit is intensely personaltastriot private. The whole Book
of Acts makes it clear that the purpose of thie \8as to empower the Church
to bear witness.

In the first Book of Acts Jesus says, “You vélleepower when the Holy
Spirit comes on you, and you will be my witheg8ets' 1:8). The very first
thing these Spirit-filled believers did was to rimowe the upper room to the
streets and proclaim the good news to the peapditngt around in the street!
The Holy Spirit does come to comfort, to teacht@aibding peace. But the very
first gift given by the Holy Spirit is the gifwifness. The Holy Spirit gives us
the courage and the power to be withesses atldesut our world by contrib-
ute our talents and gifts. If we have to lookeaMission Goal’ of our church, it
is about “equipping the saints for ministry” or éfwourage all members of
Christ Church to fulfil their call to their own ngitny”. It also says that it is to
recognise and encourage people’s gifts and taleitsng ourselves in the vol-
unteer ministries in the church and celebratingithistry beyond the church!
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As | said earlier the beauty of the Pentecostsstor
that it is not just Peter or the disciple who lgetgift
of the Holy Spirit but ‘all’ the people who wethl-ga
ered there! There in lies the importance of lagtrgin
the significance of contribution from each one @fi u
ways that only we could contribute! In our coniext,
is not just the rector or the associate priette aes-
try or just a few others who are in charge ofusario
groups, it's the responsibility of each one af csnt
tribute to the life and witness of the church,taatis
what the Pentecost calls for! And that is ourn®spo
to the gift of the Holy Spirit, to open our heairtsl
minds so that the Holy Spirit can fall afresh cands
empower us to bear witness to Christ!

If we look at the nature of Fire as ascribed to the
Holy Spirit, it ignites, it warms, it purifiesfatilities
new life, it makes life possible, it gives lightt&v be
ignited by the Spirit of God. We can be warmedyup
the Spirit of God. We can be set aflame by thie @pir
God to bear witness to the Good News of Love, Peace
and Justice! If only we open our lives and givtaleur
ents to the work of God. May God the Holy Spiliit fa
upon us afresh and set our hearts and lives @ flam
Amen.
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Christ Church Morningside Book Club

We will meet at 6d Oswald Road on 6th July at ih30p
discusslotes from an Exhibitioy Patrick Gale.

There is no meeting in August but the book chasehd
meeting on 7th SeptemberTiender is the Nighy Scott
Fitzgerald.
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